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ripada Education
Trust will be cele-
brating its 50th Bal
Rathyatra, the day

its foundation was laid on the
pious day of ‘AshadhSudBeej’
in the year 1968.

The Bal Rathyatra, 2017-18,
an epitome of an illuminative
conclave blended with sanc-
tity and cultural manifes-
tations will be demon-
strated on June 25, Sun-
day. This mega
street festival will
be taken out by
the students, fa-
cilitators and em-
ployees of Tripa-
da Parivar show-
casing the glorious
moments of its 50 years of
journey in the field of educa-
tion and towards the service
to mankind.

The students and facilita-
tors will divulge the contri-
butions of Tripada towards
the country in its best possi-
ble contour, integrating sub-
tle flavors through tableaus,
skits, dance-forms, posters,
banners, placards carried out
on trucks, camel carts, trac-
tors etc. A well-coordinated
mass drills, acrobatic feats,
martial arts are sure to ex-
hilarate and thrill, demon-
strating a magnificent spec-
tacle of unity and oneness.

Tripada Group of Schools
located in Ahmedabad, Vi-
ramgham and Gandhinagar
will  also display various ac-
tivities depicting the strength
of our nation with an aim to
awaken every soul fortifying
a positive ambience  among
our fellow beings.

Undoubtedly, this is an
amalgamation of piety
for Lord Jagannath, his
elder brother Balab-

hadra and sister Sub-
hadra , along with
celebrating learning
in diverse forms, de-
veloping education
that can transform
lives and communi-

ties, creating con-
scious citizens, who are sen-
sitive to multifaceted issues
and connect with the world
around them. The celebration
begins on June 24, Saturday,
with spiritual procession of
Mosadu from the Campus of
Tripada International School
to its premier institution, Tri-
pada High School.

The 50th Balarathyatra
will be a  veritable visual treat
but for those who are away,
thousands of well-wishers,
alumni’s will witness the
event through its live telecast
online, which will cover  every
aspect of this mega proces-
sion.

Tripada’s Swarnim
BAL RATHYATRA

Ahmedabad: A video of a
car chasing an Asiatic lion
cub outside the sanctuary li-
mits, probably in Amreli dis-
trict, has gone viral. The oc-
cupants of the car, who speak
Gujarati, chase the cub till it
escapes from its tormentors.

On Monday, the video was
posted on a Facebook group
called Gujarat Forest, which
is run by an NGO. The chase
incensed wildlife lovers. Ra-
vi Raj, who administers the
group, said: “I wanted to
bring the video to the notice
of officials so that action is
taken.” A senior officer of
the forest department said
that in the absence of night
vigil and patrolling, such il-
legal shows are rampant. He
said that the cub faced the
risk of being run over. 

The officer, who has ana-
lyzed the video, said: “It ap-
pears that the car was mo-
ving at a speed of around 35-
40 kmph and the cub was ma-
de to run at a greater speed.”
The officer said that the vehi-

cle chased the cub for nearly
45 seconds.

A former principal chief
conservator of forests, C N
Pandey, said: “Chasing lions
is an offence under the Wild-
life Protection Act. I have not
seen the video but if people
are chasing the cub, then ac-
tion must be taken against
them.”

Ram Kumar, the additio-
nal principal chief conser-
vator of forests (wildlife), sa-
id: “We have sent the video to
all senior officers and the
DCF in Gir and have asked
them to identify the area and
the people.” Action will be ta-
ken when the accused are
caught, he said.

Chief conservator of fo-
rests A P Singh said, “We ha-
ve ordered an inquiry. The
department is also ascertai-
ning the location where the

video was shot.” He said that
since Gujarati is heard, it is
clear that the video was shot
in Saurashtra.

Last year, Ravindra Jade-
ja, a cricketer who plays for
India, had posted photog-
raphs on the social media in
which he is seen standing ne-
ar lions. The forest depart-
ment had announced then
that it would take up a massi-
ve awareness campaign to
prevent such occurrences.
Nothing much has been achi-
eved since then.

Wildlife Lovers
Outraged,

Hunt On For
Offenders

Cub chased by car; video goes viral 
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Ahmedabad: The forest
department detained a ve-
terinary doctor from Raj-
kot and two teachers along
with 10 others who were il-
legally moving around the
Gir forest and watching an
illegal lion show in Juna-
gadh district. 

The 13 people were deta-
ined and each person were
asked to Rs 2,000
each as penalty
for the crime on
Sunday night. 

The forest of-
ficials are also
looking at the
possibility of
involvement
of the local
people for ar-
ranging the
lion show in
Jamudivala
beat of Deva-
liya Range.

A senior forest official
said that the 13 people from
Rajkot had stayed at a farm
house and got the location
of the lion from the local lo-
wer staff. This has raised
the suspicion of involve-

ment of a local staff or a lo-
cal resident from the area.

On Sunday, the group
was spotted and caught by
the staff when they were
moving around in the fo-
rest area, looking out for
lions. 

The officer said that it
was possible that the group
was returning after seeing
the lion show.

The group was allo-
wed to go af-

ter paying
Rs 26,000
fine. Fo-
rest offici-
als said
such ille-
gal activi-
tes are bo-
und to in-
crease
now that
the lion
safari in
Sasan

Gir is closed for monsoon
from June 15 to October 15.
Chief conservator of fo-
rest, Junagadh (wildlife),
AP Singh confirmed the
crime and said that all the
group members were edu-
cated people.

Chasing protected animals
and then posting videos of

the act on social media is cruel,
insensitive, and punishable
under forest laws. Such
instances expose the
connivance of forest
department employees with
local villagers who conduct
illegal wildlife shows. The
government should monitor
social media for such instances,
appeal to the public for
information, and identify the
areas where illegal shows take
place. Offenders can be nabbed
only when vigilance is diligent.
The forest department, which
has a full-fledged wildlife crime
cell, should also involve citizens
in the campaign to raise
awareness against illegal
shows. 

Times View

Ahmedabad: This summer, yo-
ung researchers studying social
justice will hone their knowled-
ge at a programme at the Indian
Institute of Technology-Gand-
hinagar (IIT-Gn). The institute
and the University of Saskatche-
wan, Canada, have organized a
Summer Institute on ‘Social Jus-
tice: Practice and Research’
from June 19 to June 30.

The programme has been de-
signed for PhD students, post-
doctoral students, junior faculty
at colleges and universities, pro-
gramme and research staff of
think-tanks, NGOs, and govern-
ment officials.

A group of nine researchers
from the University of Saskat-
chewan and one from the Uni-
versity of Ottawa, also in Cana-
da, along with IIT-Gn faculty
members, will organize the ses-
sions.

An IIT-Gn faculty member,
Professor Ambika Aiyadurai,
who is the coordinator of the
programme said, “The two-we-
ek residential programme re-
flects the principles of IIT-Gn
and the University of Saskatche-
wan with respect to giving back
to community as an integral
part of academic, and social and
moral responsibilities.” 

Around 40 people from 28
universities, institutes, and or-
ganizations across the country
are taking part in the program-
me. The programme will have
over 20 speakers and keynote
speeches from the chief executi-
ve officer at Aga Khan Rural
Support Programme, Apoorva
Oza; and director and professor
of economics at the Center for
Development Alternatives in
Chennai, Professor Indira Hir-
way. 

IIT-Gn holds
summer

institute on
social justice 
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Ahmedabad: After having fo-
rayed into Uttar Pradesh thro-
ugh its member Banas Dairy,
Gujarat Co-operative Milk
Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), the marketer of
Amul brand of products, is lo-
oking at replicating the Amul
model on a wider scale in Indi-
a’s largest milk producing sta-
te. The cooperative federation
plans to form 5,000 village coo-
perative societies in UP to en-
hance its milk procurement in
the state.

“We are already collecting
3 lakh litres per day (LPD) of
milk from 1,500 village coope-
rative societies in seven dis-
tricts of UP. Now, our plan is to
increase the number of villa-
ge cooperative societies to
5,000 and scale up milk collec-
tion in the state,” said R S Sod-
hi, managing director,
GCMMF.

“To start with, we will
commence milk procurement
directly from farmers in Var-
anasi and Gorakhpur dis-
tricts in the next two months.
Later on, the network will be
expanded to other districts,”

he added. Popularly known as
Banas Dairy, the Banaskantha
District Co-operative Milk
Producers Union Limited
(BDCMPUL), one of the 18
member unions of GCMMF,
operates milk processing
plants at Lucknow and Kan-
pur (with 5 lakh LPD capacity
each). The dairy intends to in-
crease its milk procurement
over the next three years.

According to Shankar
Chaudhary, chairman, Banas
Dairy and Gujarat’s minister
of state for health and family
welfare, the GCMMF member
dairy plans to increase its
milk procurement in UP to 20-
21lakh LPD by 2020-21.

Farmers in UP received
Rs300 crore for the milk they
supplied and the payout would
increase to Rs3,500 crore when
20-21lakh LPD is achieved.

The move has come soon

after top officials of GCMMF,
along with Banas Dairy chair-
man Chaudhary, met UP chief
minister Yogi Adityanath,
who visited Banas dairy’s
Lucknow plant on Saturday.
Remunerative prices of milk
to farmers in UP and areas
where Amul can help the state
were among issues discussed
during the meeting, said sour-
ces.

UP government officials
had also paid a visit to Amul
headquarters in Anand some-
time back to study the coope-
rative model.

Despite being the largest
milk producing state, Uttar
Pradesh does not have a ro-
bust co-operative structure in
the dairy industry. Out of the
total 8 crore LPD of milk pro-
duced in UP, a meagre 3 lakh
LPD is collected by Amul and
another 3 lakh LPD by a local
cooperative, Pradeshik Co-
operative Dairy Federation
(PCDF), also known as Parag.

Amul is also open to offe-
ring its expertise to PCDF. “If
PCDF wants any expertise or
knowledge in forming coope-
ratives or running plants or
marketing, we will be able to
help them,” Sodhi said.

Amul to form 5,000
milk co-ops in UP

Aims To Collect 20 Lakh Litres Of Milk Per Day By 2020

Ahmedabad:A senior citizen
from Gandhinagar, Bhaskar-
rai Mulshankar Vaidh, ex-
emplifies how Indians don’t
heed the appeal made by the
Prime Minister, Narendra Mo-
di, to give up the co-
oking gas 
subsidy.

Vaidh
spent Rs 810
to ensure
that he got
a refund
of Rs
127.46, the
sum that the
government
did not pay
him. He su-
ed the local gas
agency and fought a legal batt-
le for one year, to claim the Rs
127.46 subsidy on the purchase
of a gas cylinder. Vaidh filed a
complaint before the Consu-
mer Dispute Redressal Forum
of Gandhinagar district last
year, against Hardik Gas
Agency. He complained that he
did not receive the subsidy for
gas for the month of July 2016.
He argued that the petroleum

company’s decision — not to
give him the subsidy for him
not linking his Aadhaar card
—was to be implemented in
September 2016. Before this de-
adline, there was a procedure
to be followed to avail of the
subsidy in the absence of an

Aadhaar card linkage. He
had followed the procedure
but the sum was still not depo-
sited in his bank account.The
old man, who has trouble hea-
ring and seeing, and could
communicate with the court
only with great difficulty, re-
quested the consumer court to
order the gas agency to pay
him Rs 200 for causing harass-
ment, Rs 300 for his attending
the hearings, Rs 200 for phone

calls and photocopies he had to
make, Rs 110 for the postal or-
der besides the subsidy of Rs
127.46. The gas agency appea-
red and argued the case out
and submitted that due to old
age of the complainant, the
agency’s employees had 

volunteered to comp-
lete the proce-

dure for him
to avail the
subsidy
without
an Aad-
haar card.

The consu-
mer forum

concluded
that the
agency did

not forward
the form to the con-

cerned authority. Instead of
dragging the case further by
getting into the technicalities,
the gas agency should pay the
sum to the complainant and
settle the issue after looking at
the age of the litigant. Apart
from the Rs 937 sought by the
old man, the consumer court
asked the gas agency to pay
him Rs 450 extra towards liti-
gation costs, court said. 

Man spends `̀810 to
claim `̀127.46 gas subsidy
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Ahmedabad: Amid allega-
tions that the government is
bending laws to make it easy
for industrialists to acquire
land, Gujarat high court has
told the state government not
to forget that “welfare of the
people is the supreme law”,
and advised it on how “public
necessity is greater than pri-
vate”.

Justice J B Pardiwala pul-
led up the state government
for allowing a private compa-
ny to retain possession of a
huge parcel of land though it
remained unutilized for
long. 

“Why this charity of a hu-
ge government largesse to an
individual?” asked the court.

Prior to that, the court po-
inted out the huge number of
people who lack shelter in
this country. “They have to
brave the scorching heat in
the summer, torrential rains
during monsoon, and biting
cold in winter,” the court sa-
id.

Without mincing words,
Justice Pardiwala said, “Let
me remind the authorities
concerned of the two max-
ims ‘salus populi est supre-
me lex’ which means, ‘the
welfare of the people is the
supreme law’ and ‘necessitas
publica major est quam pri-
vata’, which means ‘public
necessity is greater than pri-
vate’.”

The case involved Navy-
ug Industry, which was allot-
ted over 53,000 square metres
of land in 1962 near Patan
town. As the city expanded,
the land was covered by the

city survey and a portion of
the plot was vested with the
government authority. The
industry, which was wound
up in 2001, was permitted to
sell the land on condition
that it would not claim anot-
her parcel of land in lieu of
the plot.

Meanwhile, Gujarat State
Road Transport Corporation
(GSRTC) needed a plot to bu-
ild a depot and a pick-up bus
stand. It was allotted 15,300
square metres from the land
forfeited from the company
after it breached the condi-
tion of allotment. 

The company moved the
HC claiming a stake in the
land that was allotted to
GSRTC.

After hearing the case,
the HC observed that the go-
vernment had taken the mat-
ter “very lightly and with no
sense of responsibility”. 

Rejecting the company’s
claim to the land, the court
said, “At least, it could be said
that the government land is
being used for public purpo-
se, rather than allotting such
a huge parcel of land to an in-
dividual who has defaulted,
or rather breached, the con-
dition of allotment.”

Ahmedabad: A dalit organi-
zation on Monday presented a
memorandum to Gujarat go-
vernor, O P Kohli, through Bo-
tad district collector, Sujeet
Kumar, against state educa-
tion minister Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama and social welfa-
re and justice minister Atma-
ram Parmar for participating
in an event promoting exor-
cism and superstition.

Chudasama and Parmar
had felicitated some 500 ‘bhu-

vas’ — exorcists or witchdoc-
tors — in Parmar’s constitu-
ency, Gadhada in Botad dis-
trict on June 11. According to
the invitation card, the event
was organised by the local
BJP unit with Parmar’s name
as invitee, at a temple in Gad-
hada town. 

The memorandum from
the Dalit Hit Rakshak Samiti
was also sent to Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi and Guja-
rat chief minister Vijay Rupa-

ni. It says, “Atmaram Parmar,
the social justice and empo-
werment minister, holds the
responsibility of ensuring
rights of socially deprived pe-
ople and the state education
minister, Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama, holds the respon-
sibility to encourage students
towards science and technolo-
gy. However, two ministers
conducted a shameful act by
inviting witchdoctors to a din-
ner and felicitating them.” TNN

Dalits demand action against ministers 

Ahmedabad: Political violence
and trouble is upsetting plans of
tourists from Gujarat headed to
Darjeeling. Because of the road
blockades, tour operators are can-
celling bookings or diverting tou-
rists to Sikkim, as an alternative
destination. 

Protesters in Darjeeling on
Monday blocked National High-
way 31A at some places. The situa-
tion is likely to rema-
in tense for the next
three days, say tour
operators who have
cancelled bookings and arrivals
to Darjeeling till Thursday.

“National Highway NH-10 (old
NH-31) has been blocked due to un-
rest in Darjeeling. We don’t have
other options but to cancel all ar-
rivals till Thursday this week, for
clients travelling to Sikkim and
Darjeeling,” said Deepak Gupta,
director of a tour company in Dar-
jeeling that handles bookings to
northeastern destinations
“Owing to this, travel to Phunt-
sholing (Bhutan border) has also
been affected,” Gupta said .

Tour operators in Gujarat ha-
ve changed itineraries at the last
minute, so that holiday plans of to-
urists are not disturbed. “We’ve
tried to defer dates for most pas-

sengers. However, for those who
are less flexible on dates or have
already arrived in Bagdogra, we-
’ve made a slight change to itine-
raries and diverted tourists to
Sikkim,” said Manoj Shah, presi-
dent, Tour operators and Travel
Agents Association of Gujarat
(TAG).

At present, Darjeeling is fa-
cing a near-total shutdown and
the situation is not expected to im-
prove in the next two or three da-
ys. Due to this, sightseeing and

other tourist
activities have
been stopped.
“All flights are

operational. For tourists who we-
re set to begin their return jour-
ney, we have ensured that they re-
ach the airport safely,” said Anuj
Pathak, secretary, TAG.

Considering last-minute deve-
lopments and the unrest, tour ope-
rators from the city have collabo-
rated with hoteliers in Sikkim
and Darjeeling and ensured that
tourists get a 100% refund for boo-
kings for cancellations.

“We are constantly in talks
with the tourism department he-
re and have ensured that tourists
who have cancelled bookings get a
complete refund,” said Roshan
Raj Shrestha, vice president, Sik-
kim Hotels and Restaurants Asso-
ciation. 

Tourists from Gujarat
diverted to Sikkim
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As southwest monsoon is yet to cover the state,
Ahmedabad continued to face sweltering heat
with maximum temperature reaching 40.5°C on
Monday, which was 2.2 degrees above the nor-
mal. The minimum temperature was 28.3°C, 1.1
degree above the normal. Humidity level ranged
between 66% and 39% on Monday, said India
Meteorological Department (IMD).

Govt yet to appoint members of higher
education council: The members of higher
education council are yet to be appointed by the
state government even after the notification of
the Gujarat State Higher Education Council Bill,
2016, was made in May to create a centralized
system for governing institutions of higher
learning. Gujarat governor, O P Kohli had given
his nod to the bill in February. 

CITY DIGEST 

A delegation of Muslim leaders visited Jagannath
Temple on Monday and presented mahant Dilipdasji
a memento depicting the Sidi Saiyyad jali. The
delegation wished the 140th Rath Yatra success and
invited the mahant to an iftar on June 21

City records 40.5°C

Yogesh Chawda 

Public welfare is
supreme law: HC

reminds govt
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The court asked why a private
company was allowed to retain a
huge parcel of government land

Bharat Yagnik 
& Kalpesh Damor TNN

13 held for lurking
in lion habitat 

Siddhartha 
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