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Sardar stands tall, Bapu stalled

Pics: Yogesh Chawda

Jignesh Mevani, Sagar Desai
and Atul Patel detained

Helicopter
Simulator,
Wildlife Stall
Pulled Crowds

Mevani Said He
Wanted To
Disrupt VGGS

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: From the
Iron Man of India to weapons used by Indian armed
forces, everything of pride
was showcased at the Vibrant Gujarat Global Trade
show, being organized in
Gandhinagar. The stall
with a helicopter simulator
and one with an immersive
reality show on wildlife
drew huge crowds.
But the centre of attraction was a stall on Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. The
stall had a kiosk, which on
rotation, gave a complete
glimpse of the Karamsad
House of Patel. Another
kiosk gives an inside view
of the 182-feet Statue of
Unity.
Rajesh Modi, who came
from Rajkot to see the trade
fair, said, “In my 50 years, I
only read about Sardar Patel in books, but of late, the
BJP government has given
greater prominence to the
Iron Man.
The best part was that
the wall of the stall was inscribed with details of places associated with Sardar,” he said.
Apart from Sardar there
were statues of Buddha and
also Swami Vivekananda,
but there was no statue on
the father of the nation,
Mahatma Gandhi. In the tourism stall of Gujarat, a
small screen was put up
showing places associated

Ahmedabad: Ahead of the
official inauguration of
the Vibrant Gujarat Global
Summit (VGGS), on Monday evening, city cops detained dalit leader Jignesh
Mevani, farmer rights activist Sagar Desai and PAAS leader Atul Patel from
Usmanpura - where they
had gathered along with
their supporters. Mevani
was scheduled to hold a media briefing over grievances about land allotment to
dalits. Mevani was released later on Tuesday.

GFSU to
strengthen
FSL in Rwanda
TIMES NEWS NETWORK
The stall with a helicopter simulator and one with an immersive reality show on wildlife drew huge crowds

with Gandhiji.
Apart from the Sardar
Ka Safar stall, stalls of the
ministry
of defence
and
and
that of the
Indian Air
Force also
drew visitors. People were
seen taking photographs of
various missiles and models of the fighter aircraft

which were on display. These models also displayed information on the fighter
planes
and the
weapons
on
display. The
Akash, a
mediumrange
surfaceto-air missile developed by
the Defence Research and
Development Organisation
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Ephedrine was to be shipped
to Kenya in bajra sacks
Was To Be
Converted Into
Methamphetamine
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The anti-terrorist squad, probing the Rs 270
crore ephedrine seizure case,
has found striking evidence linking Ahmedabad boy turned
international
drug
mafia
Vicky Goswami to a drug
trafficking
racket
run
with help from
Kishoresinh
Rathod, the son of former
MLA Bhavsinh Rathod. Kishoresinh was nabbed from Boro
village on the Rajasthan-MP
border recently.
It also came to light that the
drug processed at the Ahmedabad factory was to be transpor-

ted to Kenya concealed in gunny sacks of bajra (pearl millet).
Goswami is married to former
Bollywood actress Mamta Kulkarni and his now based in Kenya.
ATS sources said Manoj Jain, who owned Avon Chemical
Factory in Solapur had run up
immense losses, forcing him to
shut operations.
“Jain who knew Jay Mukhi
of Ahmedabad, who had an import license, told Mukhi about
his problems. Mukhi lent him
some part of the money but
then told him that he could
emerge from his losses if the
huge stock of ephedrine in was
made into narcotic drugs,” said
a senior ATS official.
Mukhi then told his friend
Rathod about the deal. “Rathod
in turn decided to take the help
of his childhood friend and international drug mafia Vicky
Goswami,” added an ATS official. ATS sources said the three of
them then went to Kenya and

met Goswami at Hotel Blitz in
Mombasa. “Goswami assured
Jain that he would pay him Rs
60 crore, but demanded the ephedrine stock in his factory in
return. Goswami also told Jain
that he would also get a share of
the profit from the sale of methamphetamine, made from the
ephedrine in Kenya. Jain agreed to the deal and on returning
sent ephedrine worth Rs 270
crore, which was to be processed at the Ahmedabad factory
owned by Narendra Kacha,” added an ATS official.
ATS sources said the ephedrine was transported by a truck
in July 2016 to the factory on the
outskirts of Ahmedabad. “Here Kacha, a chemical engineer,
was to process the ephedrine.
The drug was then to be transported to Kenya through a Gujarat port, hidden in gunny sacks
containing bajra. Before that
could happen, crime branch raided that factory and seized the
drug,” said an ATS official.
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Portuguese minister visits
IIT-Gandhinagar

faculty members discussed joint researches,
exchange of faculty and students and possibilities of promoting collaborative research projects.

Portuguese minister for science, technology, and
higher education, Manuel Heitor visited Indian
Institute of Technology-Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn) on
Tuesday. The minister’s visit was aimed at
strengthening the scientific and technological
cooperation between the universities in Portugal
and IITs. The Portuguese delegates and IIT-Gn

Amaethon held at IIM-A: Amaethon, Indian
Institute of Management-Ahmedabad’s (IIM-A)
annual food, agri-business and rural summit was
held from January 6 to 8 on the institute’s campus. The 12th edition of the summit, Amaethon
2017, focused on “Agri-business: The way forward.”

(DRDO) was put on show.
People queued up to try
their hands on the helicopter simulator. Karishma
Shah, an executive of a private company, said that she
had to wait for nearly 20 minutes to try taking off and
landing using the simulator. “But it was difficult and
I crash-landed on a building and fell on ground,”
she said.
The immersive reality
show at the Gujarat forest

department stall also drew
many visitors.
People were seen taking
their photographs and waited for the lion, tiger or leopard to come on screen.
Visitors at the ISRO stall
were seen watching various satellites and also the
display on the Mars mission. The ISRO also displayed prototypes of the camera and equipment which
had been sent on the mission.

HC raps govt for not
hiring Marathi, Urdu
medium teachers
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court pulled up authorities for
unnecessarily sticking to rules and guidelines of quota system, and depriving students
of Marathi and Urdu medium
from proper education.
The high court has directed Gujarat Municipal School
Board to appoint14 persons having PTC certificates from Socially and Educationally
Backward Class (SEBC) in
Marathi medium as vidyasahayaks in six weeks. These
candidates were fighting a legal battle for last seven years
after they were denied jobs by
not de-reserving quota for the
Scheduled Tribe candidates.
In this case, the board issued an advertisements in 2009
for recruitment of PTC of ST
category and SEBC category
candidates in Marathi medium for the posts of vidyasahyak in primary schools. There
was no ST category candidate
available. The state government did not de-reserve the quota and kept the posts vacant.
As the hearing took place
before the HC, the petitioner
candidates highlighted that
there are 124 vacant posts for
Marathi medium primary teachers, but the government manages with 51 pravasi sikshaks, who are not even qualifi-

ed to teach in primary schools.
Though there are vacancies
and candidates from ST category are not available, the government does not de-reserve
the posts for the benefit of the
students and candidates.
The petitioners also highlighted a precedent, when the
board did not appoint Urdu
medium teachers only because the posts were reserved for
ST candidates. The high court
had then ordered to de-reserve
the posts and appoint teachers
who could teach in Urdu medium.
While ordering to de-reserve posts and appoint Marathi
medium teachers, Justice JB
Pardiwala said, “It is very unfortunate to note that the authorities are playing with the
career of the students, who are
pursuing their studies in the
Marathi and Urdu Medium.”
“I am at pains to note that
despite availability of the teachers with the expertise in Marathi and Urdu Medium, the
students are being taught or
imparted education by teachers, who have no expertise
in Marathi or Urdu Medium.
Despite the availability of the
teachers in Marathi as well as
the Urdu Medium, if such is
the position, then the court
should intervene and set right
the position,” Justice Pardiwala said.

All puppies to be sold
with microchips
New Central Norms
For Pet Shops Focus On
Animals’ Comfort
Himanshu.Kaushik
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad:The central government is
considering stringent norms for pet
shops which not only sell but also house
pets. The Union government is thinking
of making it compulsory for pet shop owners to register themselves
with the local body. The rules
also make it mandatory for
the state government to form
a state board or society for
prevention of cruelty to animals. The new rules have been proposed by the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.
The new rules framed under section
38 of Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
Act-1960 state that if any pet shop wants to
provide grooming services, it will have to
mention in the application for registration. Such grooming services would also
require a license. The new rules also state
that no person shall be allowed to operate
a pet shop in a shanty, shack, pavement or
any temporary or makeshift arrangement. However, no pet shop will be granted a license by the local authority unless
the shop had obtained a certificate of registration from the State Board in accordance with these rules. The new rules sta-

te that every puppy shall be micro-chipped by a veterinary practitioner, and each
pet shop shall have a functional microchip reader within the premises. Under
the new rules, each puppy will be sold
with a micro-chip.
The pet shop will be required to have
separate areas for different species and
maintain the temperature according to
the requirement of the specific species.
The new rules state that the pet animals
housed in the shop should have adequate
space to make other normal postural adjustments without obstruction. Similarly, aviaries should be different for different species to give adequate space
to the birds to move about
freely by spreading their
wings and perch in the
normal position. The rules state that water birds shall be provided water troughs in which they can
swim or wallow. Officials said that according to the new rules, each pet shop will
have to get a medical certificate from a
certified veterinary doctor if the pet housed in the shop is not adopted or gets a
new home.
The pet shop or the society for prevention of cruelty would have power to inspect and enter the pet shop at any reasonable time and have access to all areas
within the establishment and all animals,
and records, to ascertain whether the rules are being complied with. The state board or the society will have to inspect each
registered pet shop at least once a year.

Ahmedabad: Gandhinagar-based Gujarat Forensic
Sciences
University
(GFSU) signed an MoU
with the government of
Rwanda on the first day of
VGGIS at Mahatma Mandir. The MoU was signed in
presence of PM Narendra
Modi and Rwanda president Paul Kagame.
GFSU officials said that
according to the MoU, experts from the university
will help strengthen forensic science laboratory
(FSL) at Kigali with upgrade.
The university will also
train police officers, forensic experts and judges from
Rwanda in crime detection
methods.
Rwanda is the second
African
country
after
Uganda where GFSU is helping local law enforcement
agencies strengthen existing infrastructure.
GFSU also signed five
other MoUs on Tuesday, including ones for research
and development for ballistics, cyber security and forensic services with national and international companies.

Mevani had made headlines when he led the dalit
protests in Gujarat, after
four dalits were brutally
flogged by cow vigilantes in
Una sparking national outrage. “We
were not allowed to
hold peaceful demonstrations. If we
question why fertile land is being handed over to industrialists, we are dubbed anti-development. We get no
answers when we ask them
how many jobs will VGGS
create,” said Mevani.
According to police sources, Mevani and other leaders were planning to
hold protests against VGGS
and had raised slogans against education minister
Bhupendrasinh Chudasa-

ma. Mevani said police had
arrested them as he had
threatened
to
disrupt
VGGS.
The police complaint
lodged against the
leaders
mentions
they didn’t have police permission to
hold a protest, and
thus they were detained and brought to
Gujarat University
police station.
Around noon, on Tuesday, OBC leader Alpesh
Thakor and one his supporters rushed to Gujarat University police station to meet Mevani. “We met Thakor
and assured him about releasing Mevani and two
others detained for violating Section 144,” said a police official.

India alone offers
opportunities: PM

Continued from P1
daresay, that India alone
offers the opportunities
that could rival those of
an entire continent. It offers today, the possibilities
of a full century. And we
want to do all this in a
cleaner, greener and sustainable way,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said.
If Modi’s began his day
by skipping yoga to meet
his mother, Hiraba, it ended with a closed door meeting with leading 50 CEOs
from across the world.
Prominent among those

I

who joined in include Boeing International president Bertrand Marc Allen,
president of
Emerson
Electric Company Edward
L Monser, Suzuki Motor
Corporation
president
Toshihiro Suzuki, and executive chairman of CISCO John Chambers among
others. Indian honchos
present in the conclave
were Mukesh Ambani,
Arundhati Bhattacharya,
Anil Ambani, Anand Mahindra, Gautam Adani, Dilip Shanghvi, Adi Godrej
and Ajay Piramal to name a
few.

DPEO slaps `1.10 lakh fine
on Memnagar school
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: The District
Primary Education Officer
(DPEO) slapped a fine of
Rs1.10 lakh on Memnagar-based Divyapath School for teaching subjects from a private
publication despite being affiliated with Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary
Education Board (GSHSEB).
The violation was discovered
when the DPEO conducted a
random check across schools.
The school had asked students of class I to VIII to refer
to books of the private publication, apart from the text books of GSHSEB.
The DEO issued a notice to
the school, in addition to the
fine, granting a time of five days to pay the penalty amount,
failing which, the affiliation

of the school would have been
cancelled. Sources in the state
education board said that affiliation was given on condition
that subjects of the syllabus
be taught from books prescribed by Gujarat State School
Text Book Board (GSTBB).
To ensure that students
don’t suffer owing to a sudden
change in the syllabus taught,
GSHSEB officials asked the
school authorities to complete the ongoing term with whatever syllabus they were teaching. From the next academic year itself, the school will

have to compulsorily follow
state board syllabus.
The total penalty amounted to Rs 2.35 lakh, because the
school was affiliated with the
board since 2007-08. First-time offenders are penalized
with Rs10,000 while repeat offenders are fined Rs 25,000.
Since the school violated the
norms from the first year of
affiliation and then continued doing so, the total penalty
amounted to Rs2.35 lakh. However, since the Right to Education Act was implemented
in 2013, the repeat offence penalty was sought for four years.
The DPEO issued similar
notices to other schools in the
city as well. After the schools
submit necessary documents,
DPEO will further decide on
the course of action.

Flight to classical summit
Ustad Amjad Ali
Khan Shows
Genius,
Generosity
Kannan.Somasundaram
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Greatness being tuned to its finest voice —
rasikas witnessed that on
Saptak Day 9, Monday. Sarod
titan Ustad Amjad Ali Khan
needed adjustments to the
electronic tanpura, and Banaras Gharana legend Pandit
Rajan Mishra helped. Sitting
on the stage’s edge, Panditji
worked the knobs till the
sound accorded with the cadence of purity valued by
both.
Khan-sahab began by
building a grand curvature of
notes that enveloped all in
warmth and consolation. Aspiring rasikas were stirred
by a familiar rhythm. Khansahab was playing Khamaaj,
the raga on which “Vaishnava jana toh” is based. For aficionados, Khan-sahab’s exposition had a savant’s power
to find meaning hidden by enchantments. That power
comes from Khan-sahab’s
technical mastery, which is
as infallible as a yogi’s capaci-

Khan-sahab began by building a grand curvature of notes that
enveloped all in warmth and consolation

ty to control thoughts. These
gifts have been honoured by
the world. “The first encouragement I received came in
the form of the Sarod Samrat
title, given by the reputed
Prayag Sangit Samiti, Allahabad,” Khan-sahab told
TOI. “I was 15 or 16 then.”
Khan-sahab holds people’s affection as his most
cherished award. Therefore,
he generously shares programme notes for lay listeners’ benefit. “Khamaaj was
followed by a composition in
Telang and taraana,” he told
TOI. “Then I played Atal Ranjini, a new raga I have dedi-

cated to former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee.” The baithak
concluded with Rabindranath Tagore’s “Ekla chalo re”
and an Assamese folk tune.
The new raga shows that
Khan-sahab’s
innovativeness is stoked by pristine
classical intuitions. His sons,
Amaan Ali Bangash and
Ayaan Ali Bangash, closed
their own recital on Monday
by conquering the mighty
Malkauns.
Connoisseurs
noted that their flaming panache and command of the
classical cannon made them
the ideal heralds of their father.

