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Congress rallies for
release of Patidars
200 Arrested,
Families Of
Jailed Patels
Stay Away
Gandhinagar: Nearly 200
Congress party workers and
leaders were detained on Tuesday when they attempted
to stage the “Daman Pratikar rally” from Sabarmati
Ashram to collector office in
Ahmedabad, demanding release of jailed Patidars who
have been arrested under
charges of sedition after state-wide riots in August, 2015.
However, families of Hardik Patel and other jailed Patidar leaders stayed away
from the rally. Congress leader and Hardik's advocate
BM Mangukiya who was recently asked to stay away
from his cases was conspicuous by his absence. Few of
the Patidar Anamat Andolan Samiti (PAAS) leaders
namely Atul Patel joined the
rally.
Though the Congress demanded release of Patidar
leaders but avoided to mention Hardik and other jailed
agitators’ names in particular. “Instead of having a dialogue with the youth, the state government used force
against them in which several lost their lives and several are still in jail. We have
warned the Gujarat govern-

SC allows Guj cops
to file chargesheet
against Hardik
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TIMES NEWS NETWORK

A number of Congress leaders
were detained by the cops

ment to release all jailed agitators. We welcome the move of withdrawal of cases
against few but till the government does not withdraw all cases and release
the innocent youth we will
keep
protesting,”
said
GPCC president Bharatsinh Solanki.
Despite being denied
permission for the rally by
city police, Congress workers gathered in large numbers. Many Congress workers were detained in different districts of state including Surat, Rajkot and
Vadodara as they headed for
the rally in Ahmedabad.
Along with Solanki, former state unit president Arjun Modhwadia and Sidharath Patel and a number of
other senior leaders were detained. Patels raised slogans
of Jay Sardar Jay Patidar.
Placards carrying names of
Patidar youth killed in police
action were also displayed by
Congress in the rally.

Rally a fiasco: BJP
Gandhinagar: Nitin Patel,
state government
spokesperson, called the
Congress rally an attempt to
disturb peaceful
environment in state. State
BJP spokesperson, I K
Jadeja, said, “The Gujarat
government has withdrawn
cases against several
Patidars but Congress felt it
was losing ground so it is
indulging in dirty
politics.’’ TNN
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New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday allowed the
Gujarat government to file
charge-sheet against Patidar
Anamat Andolan Samiti
(PAAS) convener Hardik Patel in a sedition case lodged
against him by the Surat police for his “kill 4-5 cops” remark.
A bench of Justices J S
Khehar and C Nagappan,
however, said it would examine whether a case of sedition
was made out against the Patidar quota movement leader
and directed the state government to supply a copy of the
charge-sheet to Hardik’s
counsel immediately after filing it before a trial court. The
court directed the government to file charge-sheet by
January 8 and posted the
hearing for January 14.
Attorney General Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for the
state, placed a copy of the
charge-sheet before the court
but the bench refused to go
through it saying that it
would not be proper to examine it at this stage and the
charge-sheet must be filed in
the lower court first.
Hardik moved the SC
against the order of Gujarat
HC which had declined to
drop the sedition charge
against him. The HC held that
Hardik's advice to kill 4-5 police officers was an attack on
an entire police force and
hence a prima facie case of sedition.
Challenging the HC order,

senior advocate Kapil
Sibal said
Hardik
made
the
statement
on October 2
but the sedition charges
Hardik Patel
were
slapped after 15 days. He said
nothing happened after his
statement and it did not create any public disorder. He
said the rights of people
should not be abridged by
state authorities and there is
no reason to slap sedition
charges against Hardik who
is just 22-year -old.
The bench asked Sibal to
first go through the chargesheet and argue the case taking into account the evidences collected by police against
Hardik. It also said Hardik
had an option to approach the
HC against the charge-sheet
after withdrawing the petition from the apex court. Sibal, however, said he would like
to pursue the case in the SC.
The HC had on October 27
declined to accept Hardik’s
plea that he had merely whispered to a youth, Piyush Desai, and it was not a public address.
“Prima facie, the words
spoken herein in the presence
of the media and other people
would amount to exhorting
public, more particularly, the
members of the Patidar community to resort to violence
or create public disorder with
a view to subverting the government,” the court had said.

CITY DIGEST

GCCI business women’s
wing holds seminar
The Business Women Wing of Gujarat
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
held a seminar on Tuesday to create
awareness about the upcoming first
women industrial park in Sanand.
GIDC and Vibrant Women Industrial
Networking Association (VWINA) gave
details about the industrial park, how
one can register and book a plot in the
women-only park. The seminar was
held at GCCI office.
Sanjay Gupta files quashing plea:
Former IAS officer and ex-MEGA chairman Sanjay Gupta has approached
Gujarat high court by filing quashing
petitions in connection with two
offences filed by CID (crime) and the
anti-corruption bureau in Gandhinagar, for sand and steel purchase
scams. The contention raised was that
the cops failed to obtain mandatory
sanction for prosecution under Section 197 of the CrPC from the government. The court has posted both the
petitions for hearing on February 1.
Youth conclave to focus on skill
enhancement: The Vibrant Youth
Conclave (VYC) — an initiative of a
city-based foundation supported by
the Government of Gujarat — has
waived registration free for the twoday entrepreneurship and innovation
meet on January 16 and 17 for participants at the GMDC ground. The conclave coincides with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s unveiling of a startup
India plan. Over 2,500 participants,
comprising existing entrepreneurs
and those willing to be one, are likely
to participate. The youth and professionals in the age group of 18-40
years will get an opportunity to meet
business leaders, innovators, career
consultants, angel investors and
bankers among others.

Ahmedabad: Inspector
general V S Pathania, a
recipient of Tatrakshak
Medal (TM) for gallantry,
took over on Tuesday as
the fifth regional commander of the Coast Guard, North-West region,
having its headquarters
in Gandhinagar.
This strategic location
for the Coast Guard in
Arabian Sea, sharing territory with Pakistan, was
headed by a DIG-rank officer for the past six
months.
Pathania, a helicopter
pilot, was an alumnus of
the Defence Services Staff
College in Wellington and

City Police
Convince
Them To Have
Gujarati Thali

Crime branch
writes to Nigerian
embassy
ince they do not have any
documents to prove their
nationality, we have written to
the Nigerian embassy for
confirmation,” said inspector
Kiran Modi of crime branch.
The bank account of Jyoti
Gulshan has also been frozen.
According to crime branch
sources Gulshan has Rs 7 lakh
in her bank account, out of
which Rs 1.20 lakh were from
the fraud.
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Ahmedabad: Four Nigerian
nationals including a woman
who were arrested for allegedly being involved in a Nigerian fraud case threw tantrums and went on a hunger
strike, demanging non-vegetarian food and soft drinks in
the custody of city crime
branch.
John, Daniel Okohi, Aaishat Abbas and Jyoti Gulshan,
were arrested from Delhi by
crime branch sleuths on December 29. A city court had
granted a five-day remand,

till January 2, by the court for
further probe. Gulshan and
Abbas are of Indian origin
but are settled in Nigeria, said
crime branch officials. The
four Nigerian fraudsters were arrested from Delhi for cheating city based trader Mahesh Mistry of Rs 7.40 lakh on

the pretext of purchasing biogenic seeds from him.
But, the custodial interrogation became a nightmarish
experience more for the cops
than the accused. “The four
accused refused to eat dal,
chaval and sabji - which are
according to our norms. They
demanded chicken and that
too with soft drinks,” said a
crime branch official. The tough cops had a harrowing time trying to explain to the accused that the food being given was according to norms
governing their stay in an Indian police lock-up.
“Finally, we were able to
convince them to have our regular Gujarati thali. They ate
but with extreme reluctance
and unhappiness writ large
on their faces,” said a senior
crime branch official. On Janurary 2 when the Nigerian
accused were sent to jail, the
crime branch officials heaved
a collective sigh of relief.

Police inspector arrested for graft
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Gujarat AntiCorruption Bureau (ACB) officials on Tuesday arrested G R
Rabari, former inspector of
Isanpur police station, in connection with a case filed in July
last year. A Maninagar constable was caught taking and demanding bribe from a Worli
Matka operator who claimed
that he was forced into the
trade. Officials said that they have got ample evidences against

Rabari for his involvement in
the racket.
In July, Gajanand Gupta, a
resident of Isanpur, had registered a complaint against Pradipsinh Gohil, a constable with Maninagar police, for demanding
money and forcing him to continue his illegal business of Worli
Matka in eastern city parts. During the trap at Isanpur police
station, ACB team had caught
Gohil along with Suresh Rajput, a middleman for police.
At that time, the duo was fo-

und in possession of Rs 30,000
given by Gupta.
P A Arya, inspector of ACB
and investigator in the case, said that they have got evidences
against Rabari such as his various bills paid by Gohil and his
conversations with Gohil
among others that establish his
connection with the case. “Rabari has got bail from Gujarat
high court. Thus, he was released on bail soon after his arrest.
Further investigation is on,”
he said.

Sabarmati festival kicks off today
Pics: Yogesh Chawda

Different Hues
Of Ahmedabad
To Be On Display
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Ahmedabad: Landmarks such
as Sidi Sayed’s intricately carved
stone-screen, Teen Darwaza and
Gandhi Ashram don miniature
avatar as a 20 feet high ‘kitli’ consisting of countless decorative
kitlis welcome the visitors at the
Sabarmati Riverfront.
The performers gave the final
touches as famous names in Ahmedabad’s food industry set up
their outlets at the first Sabarmati Festival, to be inaugurated on
Wednesday.
Tuesday was the last day for
pre-events as audiences enjoyed
four well-known plays at HK College of Arts on Ashram Road
from 12 noon to 10 pm. The five-day
festival will be inaugurated by
chief minister Anandiben Patel
at the event centre on Wednesday
evening. More than 15 eminent
personalities from Ahmedabad
or having deep connect with the
city will be felicitated with ‘Namankit Award’. “Sabarmati has
remained lifeline of the city and
its water has nourished many a
generation. The idea of the festival stemmed from the thought
that what if the river could tell its
tale. It’s an ode to the city for its
thousand hues - rath yatra to tazia, ganthiya to pizza, Sarkhej Roza to Bhadra Plaza and Amit Ambalal to Ratilal Kansodaria,” said
Anamika Dani, a member of the
organizing committee.

Pathania new chief of Coast
Guard’s North-West region
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Nigerian crooks seek
non-vegetarian food

the National Defence College
in
New
Delhi. He
was earlier
posted as
the chief of staff at the
North-West region.
Since July, the NorthWest region was under
DIG R M Sharma, who had
taken over the charge after the previous regional
commander of the NorthWest region, Kuldeep
Singh Sheoran, was transferred to Andaman Nicobar. His transfer came six
months after a Pakistani
boat, allegedly manned by
terrorists, tried to infiltrate in Indian territory.

In Loving Memory
9th Death Anniversary
FRANCIS SIMENTHY (PETER)
Died on 06.01.2007
Remembered and
missed by all dear and
near ones.

Five fun-filled
days ahead
he organizers said
that the event is an
attempt to connect the
community to its roots.
“We hope that the next
five days would also have
something for everyone.
There are Gujarati theatre
classical songs, Sufi
evening, Ashram
Bhajanavali, dance show,
dayro, ghazal evening,
kavi sammelan and much
more,” said an organizer.

T

Over 15 eminent personalities from Ahmedabad or having
deep connect with the city will be felicitated at the festival

Experts recreate Harappan-era
smelting process at IIT-Gn
US Prof Builds
Furnace To
Extract Copper
And Iron
Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Metals played
an important part in evolution
of civilizations across the globe as the ‘ages’ such as bronze
and iron denote the technological prowess to extract the metals for making tools and weapons. Harappan civilization
was no different as the archaeologists have found a number
of copper, bronze and iron artifact during excavations.
How did they smelt the ores
and why different regions had
different processing techniques? - It were the questions that
drove Professor Jonathan
Mark Kenoyer from University
of Wisconsin-Madison for recreating a furnace at IIT-Gandhinagar with the institute’s faculties and students from Monday. Professor Kenoyer is
known as pioneer in experimental archaeology and has

Professor Kenoyer showing
extracted copper to IIT-Gn students

conducted similar experiments earlier.
“Sites such as Dholavira have copper artifact whose isotope signature matches with the
copper ore found from near
Ambaji. We are using a similar
ore for the experiment. Gujarat
was one of the early regions to
have seen use of copper and
bronze during Harappan era.
The ancient artisans used
other metals to strengthen copper. While one finds zinc and lead in artifact from a few sites in
Gujarat, they are not present in
some other,” said Kenoyer. He
added that the metal was used
to make ornaments and tools.
The team prepared a furna-
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ce and started the process with
small granules of copper ore
which was heated at a high
temperature with wind-blown
mechanism to extract the metal. Kenoyer said that they have
got very encouraging results in
past two days. The team is also
trying to replicate the 1,000-year-old method to make Wootz
Steel with a group of iron
smiths from Rajasthan.

