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4th  Death  Anniversary 
In Loving Memory of

MR.  K . M.  JOHN
04/02/1936 To 29/10/2011
Four Years  Passed 
without You  But Your
Memories And Presence
are still fresh With
every passing moment.

By  Sorrowing Wife Ponnamma & Children

Ahmedabad: In Gujarat
23.2% of daughters and 17.1%
of widows gave away title of
their rightful property to their
brothers and other relatives
while they were alive, and 20%
daughters’ names do not even
figure in land property re-
cords. These startling details
were revealed in an elaborate
survey carried out one of the
largest NGO conglomerations
last year, called the Working
Group for Women and Land
Ownership (WGWLO). The
survey also quoted the 2011
census figures on cultivators
and agricultural labourers
which said that in Gujarat,
64.9% of female workers de-
pend on agriculture, as aga-
inst just 35.1% of male wor-
kers.

“Women have failed to get
their rightful place as farmers
in Gujarat. Maharashtra and
Gujarat are the only two states
in the country which are yet to
abandon the Prevention of
Land Fragmentation Act, a
major reason why women are
still devoid of their land
rights,” says Shilpa Vasavda,
convener of WGWLO.

WGWLO also cited several
irregularities in tribal regions
of the state, where land mar-

ked ‘tribal land’ in revenue re-
cords were being transferred
to non-tribals without the col-
lectors’ approval. Mali Parsi, a
tribal of Khandania village in
Devgadh Baria was one such
case. “I needed money and was
asked by the talati to sign a few
documents before he would gi-
ve me Rs 12,000. I realized later
that I had lost my 8 acres of
land and the owner was a talati
himself. I will now move co-
urt,” says Parsi.

The NGO group has de-
manded that the government
“develop a Management Infor-
mation System (MIS) for the
revenue department with gen-
der segregated data”.
WGWLO wants that: “There
should be greater developmen-
tal incentives like loan or sub-
sidies or market support and
incentives for favoring exclusi-
ve women landowners or joint
landowners,” says Sejal Dand
of National Level Forum of
Women Farmers. While Nafi-
sa Barot of Utthan added,
“The stamp duty should be wa-
ived if there is a transfer of
property exclusively in the na-
me of a woman. This is to moti-
vate men to transfer or purcha-
se land in the name of wo-
men.”

23.2% Of Daughters, 17.1% Of Widows Forego Rightful Property

Large proportion of women
‘give up’ land titles in state

Ahmedabad: Traditional Gu-
jarati thali might be world fa-
mous as a pure vegetarian’s de-
light, but it has made Gujaratis
susceptible to stroke with ro-
ughly 600 cases being registered
every day in the state. 

Also called brain attack, ne-
arly 15 lakh stroke cases are de-
tected in India annually, of
which Gujarat has a major sha-
re. Consultant neurophysician
Dr Sudhir Shah said consump-
tion of excessive sweet, spices,
oil, gutkha and sedentary lifes-
tyle of the people have made Gu-
jarat an epicenter of stroke ca-
ses in India.

Contrary to common pre-
ception, stroke is no longer a di-
sease of the old. “The incidence
in young patients is on the rise.

Unlike past, now we don’t find
young brain stroke patients an
exception. Out of roughly 600
brain stroke patients registered
every year, about 20% are young
aged below 45,” said Dr Shah.

Which sex is at higher risk?
Dr Shah said: “Men addicted to
alcohol, smoking and junk food
are vulnerable to stroke, while
women are at higher risk post
menupause.”

On the eve of World Stroke
Day, Dr Shah was addressing
the media after the launch of
Gujarat’s first dedicated stroke
institute in Sterling Hospital on
Wednesday. 

Stroke is linked to faulty li-
festyle, obesity, excessive junk
food consumption, hyperten-
sion, diabetes, blood sugar, high
cholesterol, alchohol and smo-
king.

BRAINY FACTS
➤ Our brain uses 20% of the total 
oxygen and blood supply of our body

➤ Lack of oxygen in brain for more 
than 5 minutes results in permanent 
brain damage

➤ Our brain can store 90 million 
books, each of 1,000 pages

➤ On an average, a human male brain 
has about 25,000 thoughts per day, 
while female brain has 30,000 thoughts

State records 600 stroke cases a day 

Ahmedabad: Stroke has left
heart attack behind in terms
of morbidity. Every three se-
conds, somebody suffers a
stroke worldwide. 

India has a major contri-
bution to the high number of
stroke cases, with 3,800 pati-
ents every day. In such a sce-
nario, IIT-Gandhinagar has
developed a technique that
not only provides an eye-ga-
ze based diagnostic and pro-
gnostic tool but also operant
conditioning for post-stroke
therapy.

Funded by the Indian and
French governments, the in-
vention, called SmartEye,
relates to a system for diag-
nosis and therapy of a per-
son suffering from psycho-
motor symptoms. As partici-
pants look into visual simu-
lations, an eye tracker
detects anomalies in fixa-

tion and blinking patterns.
Special gaze features convey
abnormalities in graphical
displays.

“Visual problems due to
brain injury are often overlo-
oked during initial treat-
ment, lengthening rehabili-
tation period. Our cost-effec-
tive system uses quantitati-
ve interpretation from
images of the eye to identify
gaze-related indices as bio-
markers of stroke. A patient
is asked to look towards a
slowly moving visual stimu-
lus on the computer screen,
and an integrated web-came-
ra looks in the patient’s eyes
to capture gaze-related indi-
ces as biomarkers of stroke
condition,” said IIT-Gn assi-
stant professor Uttama Lahi-
ri, who worked with Dr Anir-
ban Dutta (from INRIA,
France) and Dr Abhijit Das
(Institute of Neurosciences,
Kolkata).

Ankur.Tewari@timesgroup.com

IIT-Gn develops
an eye for stroke Ahmedabad: In last five

months, the Gujarat cir-
cle of income tax depart-
ment has added around
2.28 lakh new tax payers
in the state as a part of dri-
ve to narrow down the gap
between potential tax pa-
yers and actual tax pay-
ers.

Gujarat circle has be-
en given the target of ad-
ding 8 lakh new tax payers
in the current financial
year by Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBDT). Ac-
cording to rough estima-
tes, until May 2015 there
were around 38 lakh tax-
payers in Gujarat inclu-
ding individual taxpay-
ers, businessmen, corpo-
rates and SMEs.

Anita Kapur, chair-
person, CBDT in a letter
in May this year to the
principal chief commis-
sioners, director generals
and other top officials of
income tax department
had pointed out that the
number of existing inco-
me tax payers is low com-

pared to the potential tax
payers and that the gap
between the the two appe-
ars to be wider in the case
of tier-2 cities and towns.

According to sources,
I-T officials are keeping a
watch over transactions
of large amounts, proper-
ty dealings and extra ex-
penditure by non-PAN
card holders among
others for last few

months. “Besides this the
department has also been
organizing seminars and
conferences to make peo-
ple aware of the laws and
persuading them to file
taxes,” said a source.

Sources further said,
“Anybody who has filed
returns, paid advance tax
or TDS for the first time
this year is a new tax pay-
er.”

I-T dept adds 2.28L
‘new’ taxpayers in state

Tax collections up by 19%

The income tax department 
has collected around Rs 

16,685 crore tax in the state in 
2015-16 (April- October), 
recording an increase of 19.6% 
in comparison to Rs 13,495 crore 
collected in the same period in 
2014-15. This year the target has 
been set of Rs 36,000 crore, 16% 
more than last year. In the 
current financial year (till 
October) advance tax collections 
stood at Rs 6,950 crore, an 
increase of 16% in comparison 
to Rs 5,985 crore during the 
same period last year. TDS 
collections have risen by 22% in 
this fiscal and stood at Rs 7,800 
crore till October.
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INCREMENTAL GAINS

Ahmedabad: Due to litigation in
the Gujarat high court, the Guja-
rat Public Service Commission
(GPSC) on Wednesday announced
that it will postpone the final test
for Class I & II scheduled in Decem-
ber this year.

The GPSC informed the high
court about the indefinite delay in
its final test on the ground that the
candidates as well as the recruit-
ment agency are engaged in litiga-
tion and the pending petitions may
have an impact on the schedule.

GPSC’s lawyer Deepak Shukla
said that while the candidates may
require more time for preparation,
the GPSC too might need more ti-
me to prepare for the final test be-
cause it is a lengthy process. More-
over, conducting the test may be
difficult now because the govern-
ment staff will be busy in prepara-
tion for the local body polls. GPSC
also said that it will convey to can-
didates the dates of final test, whe-
never they are rescheduled.

GPSC further told the court
about the delay in response to peti-
tions filed by candidates deman-
ding cancellation of the prelimi-
nary test on the ground that more
than 50 questions were asked to
which no proper answers were pro-
vided. TNN

GPSC defers
final test for

Class I, II jobs

Ahmedabad: Justice Sonia
Gokani of Gujarat high court,
on Wednesday, questioned the
high court administration
about why it did not challenge
former acting chief justice
VM Sahai’s decision to
change rules for recruiting
court staff by exercising spe-
cial powers under Article 229
of the Constitution.

The judge raised this qu-
estion during the hearing of
petitions filed by 41 of the 94
HC staff who were recruited
by Justice Sahai but were
sacked after the ACJ’s retire-
ment. Justice Gokani’s ques-
tion came after the HC objec-
ted to the petitions.

The provision for recruit-
ment under Article 229 of the
Constitution was changed by
former Gujarat high court
chief justice Bhaskar Bhatta-
charya to put an end to the
practice of recruiting people

in the HC establishment wit-
hout following proper proce-
dure. However, Justice Sahai
later changed the provisions
and recruited 94 persons aga-
inst posts of Class II and IV.

The high court registry
did not file a reply as desired
by the court. It is likely to file it
on Thursday, the sources said.

After Justice Sahai’s reti-
rement, a committee of high
court judges decided to issue
termination notice to the
employees. In their petitions,
the sacked staff argued that
their termination was due to
the suo motu PIL taken by Jus-
tice Sahai against allotment
of plots to high court judges.

The petitioners have also
termed the committee of jud-
ges, which issued termina-
tion notices, as illegal and wit-
hout any power because none
had approached the high co-
urt , either on judicial or admi-
nistrative side, against the ap-
pointments.

‘Why wasn’t hiring
by ACJ opposed?’
Justice Gokani Asks HC 

Ahmedabad: General Se-
cretary of Western Railway

Majdoor
Sangh J G
Mahurkar
was once
again unani-
mously elec-
ted as the ge-
neral secre-

tary of the sangh.
He was elected by 3000

railway employees who had
gathered at the two-day con-
vention held in Ratlam
which ended on Tuesday.
Mahurkar was elected for
the fourth term and has
held the post for the past 15
years. He said that apart

from taking up various is-
sues of the railway men, top
priority is to stop privatiza-
tion in the railways and also
getting pension for employ-
ees on the lines of defense
personals.

He said, “The govern-
ment is out to bring in FDI
and even have privatization
in railways. We are of the
opinion that there cannot
be privatization of public
services.”

He further said that the
dearness allowance given
to railway employees is 119
per cent. “We want the cen-
tral government to merge 50
per cent of the DA with the
basic salary,” he said.

Mahurkar re-elected
rail union’s gen secy

He Was
Elected By

3000 Railway
Employees 

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Wednesday held that
Essar Power Transmission Co
Ltd had altered the direction of
high-tension electric trans-
mission line in Bharuch dis-
trict in violation of norms
and, hence, farmers were en-
titled to seek more compensa-
tion from the company than
what the firm had already pa-
id to them.

The bench of acting chief
justice Jayant Patel and Justi-
ce NV Anjaria concluded that
there was irregularity on part
of the company in installing
electricity towers in fields wit-
hout prior intimation to local
farmers, and observed that the
farmers are eligible for more
compensation than what was
offered by the company.

The high court directed 78
such aggrieved farmers to file
applications before the dis-
trict judge who would hear
their case and fix the compen-
sation amounts.

Essar must
pay farmers

more: HC 

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Wednesday direc-
ted Gandhinagar Munici-
pal Corporation (GMC) to
act against all illegal and
unauthorized commercial
use of residential properti-
es in the state capital and
submit a report on its ac-
tions by January 6.

In response to a PIL filed
by former IPS officer J K
Champavat against illegal
commercial use of residen-
tial property, a division
bench headed by Justice
Akil Kureshi said GMC has
powers to act against viola-
tors of building bylaws. As
it is the sanctioning autho-
rity, it also has powers of re-
moval of encroachment
and illegal constructions.
The HC made it clear that
the powers are vested neit-
her with the collector or
Gandhinagar Urban Deve-
lopment Authority (GU-
DA).

The judges also repri-
manded the government de-
partments for not owning
up to the responsibility and
trying to shift the burden to
other departments. This
was because all three de-
partments told the HC that
they were not competent to

take action against illegal
construction. It asked GMC
to identify the unauthori-
zed constructions and take
action.

The petitioner’s lawyer
Kuldeep Sharma said that
the judges pulled up GMC
for complaining that it did
not have adequate resour-
ces. They said that the po-
wers are delegated automa-
tically on constitution of
the civic body and requests
for more manpower must be
made to the state govern-
ment. The judges also said
that there is a provision in
each civic body for a team of
inspectors, whose primary
job is to find encroach-
ments and take action.
GMC must follow this mo-
del.

The HC termed it unfort-
unate that illegal use of bu-
ildings exists in the state ca-
pital, which is the only
planned city. “If you cannot
control this in a planned ci-
ty like Gandhinagar, how
will you take action against
illegal practices in ancient
cities?” the court asked.

Following the HC proce-
edings, Gandhinagar dis-
trict collector issued show-
cause notices to more than
800 people for violation of
building bylaws.

GMC asked to act on
illegal use of

residential buildings
Ahmedabad: On Wednesday
Hardik Patel was taken to De-
rectorate of Forensic Science in
Gandhinagar for a voice spec-

trography test.
“With Hardik’s consent,

who is an accused in the sedi-
tion and waging war against the
state complaint, he was asked to
speak a paragraph each from
the call interceptions and the
audio recording of his speech-
es,” said a crime branch offi-
cial. The officials said foren-
sic experts will match the
voice modulations in
the interceptions,
speeches with the
voice samples of Har-
dik Patel, which were
recorded on Wednesday.
The crime branch had
registered a complaint against
six PAAS leaders — Hardik Pa-
tel, Ketan Patel, Chirag Patel,
Dinesh Bambhania, Amrish Pa-
tel and Alpesh Kathiriya. 

Hardik’s voice
sample taken

The Fashion Design Council of India and Gujarat State
Khadi and Village Industries Board have organised
‘Huts to High Street’, a fashion show to promote Khadi
at the Louis Kahn Plaza of the Indian Institute Manage-
ment, Ahmedabad on October 30. Designers like
Rajesh Pratap Singh and Rohit Bal will be present for
the show.

413 passports issued in RPO Maha Adalat
As many as 413 passports were issued by the Regional
Passport Office, Ahmedabad during the ‘Passport
Maha Adalat’ on Wednesday. RPO also collected Rs 1
lakh in penalties. Around 1,000 applicants whose
applications were pendingwere asked to come. RPO
Ahmedabad aims to clear its full pendency of files

from before December 31, 2014. The total number of
files pending because of non-response by applicants is
4,000. Three more such Maha Adalats will be held in
November and December.

Six CMAs from Ahmedabad chapter get placed
As many as six certified management accountants
(CMAs) from Ahmedabad were placed in top compani-
es on Wednesday. The regional chapter of Institute of
Cost Accountants of India (ICAI) had organized a
campus placement programme for June 2015 final
graduate CMA’s at Mumbai. The participating indu-
stries offered selected students annual packages
ranging from Rs 5.25 lakh to Rs 7.25 lakh. Around 17
CMAs from Ahmedabad had participated in the place-
ment drive in Mumbai. Harshdeepsingh K Saluja got
placed at Reliance Industries Ltd while Ankita H
Zinzuwadia, Ayush S Shah, Charvi M Pathak and Jigar
P Prajapati got jobs with Vedanta Ltd. Priyanshu J
Shah was selected by Wipro.

CITY DIGEST

Fashion show to promote khadi

Crime branch officials
suspects that absconding

accused in the sedition case,
Alpesh Kathirya of Surat and
Amrish Patel of Ghatlodia in
Ahmedbad might have escaped
outside the state. “As Amrish
Patel had contacts in Madhya
Pradesh, we have alerted MP
police. We have also sent alerts
to neighboring states of
Rajasthan and Maharashtra to
nab both accused” said a crime
branch official. TNN

MP, Rajasthan,
M’rashtra police alerted

Crime branch sleuths on
Wednesday arrested three

persons — Ashok Nai of Daskroi,
Bharat Vaghela and Prakash
Vaghela of Vastral — for
breaking into shops in Vastral

and stealing readymade
clothes when violence
erupted after the
Patidar rally on August
25. Crime branch
officials said the
accused took

advantage of the rioting, as they
knew that the shop break-ins
would be registeted as mob
violence cases. TNN

3 held for burglaries
during Patidar stir

TOI

Hardik was brought on a transfer
warrant from Surat police. 
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Ahmedabad: Chairper-
son of the High-Level
Committee (HLC) on the
Status of Women in India
and gender expert Prof
Pam Rajput has said that
the final report of the
committee has been ac-
cepted by the Union go-
vernment in June this ye-
ar.

Following the submis-
sion in July, the Union mi-
nistry of women and
child health organised a
workshop to discuss the
recommendations of the
Rajput committee, and
was attended by represen-
tatives from 22 ministri-
es, 10 state governments
and 22 civil society orga-
nizations.

“The report stressed
that while laws exist to
protect women, there is

lack of sensitivity among
government officials on
gender issues. This is be-
cause of the poor repre-
sentation of women offi-
cers at middle and lower
levels, not only in the go-
vernment but also in the
private and corporate
sectors,” Rajput told new-
spersons. The report,
apart from highlighting
best practices followed by
various states for gender
equality, raised the issue
of economic disempower-
ment of women and incre-
asing incidence of violen-
ce against women. The re-
port also wants that the
Union government for-
mulate a National Policy
and Action Plan to end
violence against women,
and also insisted on a se-
parate committee to stu-
dy the status of Muslim
women in the country.

Women face economic
disempowerment
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He said the
government is out to
bring in FDI and even
have privatization in
railways. There
cannot be
privatization of
public services
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