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Ahmedabad: When a man
showed hesitance in reveal-
ing his income details even
when an alimony case was go-
ing on after a bitter feud with
wife, his wife allegedly
sought services of experts to
get the man’s I-T returns on-
line. 

Ravi (name changed), the
victim, has filed a complaint
with city crime branch’s cyb-
er cell against a lawyer whose
IP address was used to reset
password of his online ac-
count with income tax de-
partment. The man has not
mentioned his wife’s name
due to want of evidence.

According to cyber cell of-
ficials, Ravi, 31, a resident of
Jivraj Park, was earlier work-
ing as a sales executive but
lost his job in January. On Oc-
tober 16, he received an email
informing him about change
of his password to access his

details on income tax depart-
ment. Ravi was shocked as he
had not initiated any such
process. He tried to log in but
the attempts were unsuccess-
ful. When he approached I-T
department, he was asked to
lodge a police complaint to re-
claim his account.

“During the investiga-
tion, we found an email ad-
dress on which the original
mail was sent. A phone num-
ber was also provided. When

Ravi contacted the number, it
turned out to be of a lawyer
based in Palwal, Haryana.
Subsequent investigation in
the IP address also led to the
same lawyer. Thus, at the mo-
ment, the lawyer is named as
accused for misusing infor-
mation of Ravi’s PAN card
and birth date information to
access his I-T account on-
line,” said a cyber cell official. 

Sources said that when
Ravi was questioned about
the probable motive, they got
to know about the ongoing
marital dispute and the issue
of his income to ascertain the
amount of alimony. “He sus-
pects that the man or his ac-
complice might have been
hired by his wife to submit the
income tax returns as the
proof of his income to the
court. Further details would
only be known after the ques-
tioning to the lawyer in ques-
tion,” said a police investiga-
tor.

Woman accused of hacking
into hubby’s I-T account
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Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Tuesday issued no-
tice to the state government
and an old man in Bhavnagar
over a petition filed by his
daughter-in-law, who has chal-
lenged a lower court’s order to
give maintenance amount to
her step-daughter.

A widow Manjula Sarvai-
ya, 35, has filed this petition
against a Bhavnagar court’s
order to pay Rs 3,000 to her
step-daughter, Jhanvi every
month. The lower court or-
dered her to pay maintenance
to Jhanvi on basis of an appli-
cation of Jhanvi’s paternal
grandfather, Chhaganbhai
Sarvaiya. He demanded the
right for his granddaughter
after Majula got a job with an
insurance agency on compas-
sionate ground following his
son and Manjula’s husband –
Prakash’s demise in 2006.

Prakash, who was first
married to Asha, got a divorce

from her. He had a daughter,
Jhanvi, from the first mar-
riage. Prakash then married
Manjula, and within a year of
their marriage, he passed
away. 

The grandfather got a
court order for little Jhanvi’s
custody because her natural
mother, Asha, too was asking
for the custody. But since Asha
remarried, child’s custody
was given to the old man. Lat-
er, when Manjula got a job
with the insurance company,
Chhaganbhai filed for mainte-
nance for his granddaughter
under section 125 of CrPC on
the ground that Manjula was
drawing a salary and she

should maintain her, said
Manjula’s counsel in HC - Bha-
vini Jani.

On March 30, as the trial
court passed an interim order
payment of Rs 3,000 per
month, Manjula moved the
HC to quash the order on the
ground that the step mother is
not liable to pay maintenance
to children who are not born
to her. Moreover, the child and
her grandfather have not
sought maintenance from her
natural mother, who too is
competent enough to look af-
ter her. The biological mother
is even keen on taking the
child’s custody also. 

Manjula has also claimed
that being the natural heir to
her husband, Chhaganbhai
got Rs 23 lakh paid by the in-
surance agency towards dues
following its employee’s de-
mise. He has even obtained
undertaking that she would
not lay claims on her hus-
band’s property. The HC has
kept further hearing on May 7.

Widow moves HC against order
to maintain stepdaughter
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Ahmedabad: The Hindu
Marriage Act clearly states
that the bridegroom should
have completed the age of 21
years and the bride 18 years
at the time of the marriage.
But going by the 2011 census
figures, 1.06 lakh girls and
70,312 boys who have been
married are below 15 years of
age. 

The figures reveal that
nearly one fourth of the mar-
ried girls in the state are be-
low 18 years and have at least
two kids.

According to the report
‘2011 Census: Number of
women and ever married
women by present age, pari-
ty and total children’, in the
age group of less than 15
years, there were 81.63 lakh
girls of which 1.06 lakh have
been married. The report

says in this age group, there
are 27,247 girls who have de-
livered two children while
another 8,665 have got one
child.

The report states that in
the age group of 15-19 years,

there are 3,97,211 girls who
are married, while another
2,30,491 boys are also mar-
ried in this age group.

Of these 3,97,211, there
are 30,331 girls who have
more than three children. In-

he says. This tradition is
rampant and many a times it
leads to child marriage. But
in his village, he says, no
such marriage has taken
place.

Another sarpanch, of
Kolwan Diva Pagi, says that
at present there are no minor
in the village who is married
but in the past there were a
couple of instances where
minors were married.

“These marriages are gen-
erally from the lower in-

come group families
and even the pan-

chayats
do not
stop
them
as
these

families
marry off at least two to
three daughters or sons at
time to cut down on expens-
es,’’ he says. 

terestingly, in the age group
of 10-14 years, there are 811
girls who have already taken
divorce and another 1,596
have also separated from
their husbands. The report
further states that another
4,183 girls have been wid-
owed at the age of 14 years.

Of the 1.06 lakh girls who
have married below 15 years,
there are 57,432 girls are in
rural areas. 

Manibhai
Vankar, sar-
panch of Ga-
ja Pagina in
Kheda, said in
the rural area
generally such
marriages
take place in
barter sys-
tem. “If the
elder brother is getting mar-
ried, the family would insist
that the minor girl is also
married in the other family,’’

2011 Census Says Child Marriage Is Rampant In Gujarat; 25% Of Brides Under 18 

NOT THE RIGHT AGE
Marital                                10-14 years                         15-19 years
status Male Female Male Female

➤ Married 65,613 1,00,143 2,22,357 5,38,132

➤ Widowed 3,515 7,388 7,065 13,423

➤ Separated 1,726 1,596 2,797 3,460

➤ Divorced 827 811 1,822 2,533

Minor Girls are moms
No of Kids 10-14 years 15-19 years

➤ No Kids 72,368 4,07,688

➤ One 8,665 88,462       

➤ Two 25,700 29,673

➤ Three 0 12,841

➤ Four 0 12,849

1.76L below age of 15 married in state

Ahmedabad: On April 18, ‘181’ Ab-
hayam helpline received a call about
a child marriage event taking place
in Botad town. A concerned relative
had informed the helpline that a girl
was being married off
though she had
not attained
the mar-
riageable
age. The
caller al-
so in-
formed
the
coun-
sell-
ors
that
the
15-

year-
old
was not
willing for the
union.

“It was a close call as the relative,
the maternal uncle of the girl, had
phoned barely half an hour before

the ceremony was to start. We imme-
diately contacted the Botad police
and dispatched two vans — from the
Police Control Room (PCR) and 181
—to the venue. The counsellors and
police reached the spot and started
inquiries,” said an official from 181.

The girl was in a
bride’s attire but

the
family

kept in-
sisting

that it was
an engage-
ment cere-
mony. The
officials
even asked

for the bri-
degroom’s

identity card to
ascertain his

age but he re-
fused to cooper-

ate. 
“It is possible

that the groom was
also not of marriage-

able age. We kept questioning after
which the family finally confessed
that they planned to migrate to Surat
and thus wanted to get the girl mar-
ried off because of the poor financial

She said that earlier they had
managed to intervene in a similar in-
cident on March 29 in the district.

condition. The marriage was called
off ultimately,” said a counsellor
from Botad. 

Abhayam helpline stops child marriage cases 

Gandhinagar: The Gujarat unit of
the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s
outfit for farmers, Bhartiya Kisan
Sangh, has written a detailed memo-
randum to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi opposing the Land Acquisition
Bill. BKS has also sought a ban on ge-
netically modified seeds and demand-
ed a national emergency service for
farmers.

Maganbhai Patel, the president of
the Gujarat BKS who is also close to
Prime Minister Modi, has written in
his memorandum: “We want to ex-
press BKS’s views on the key issues
faced by farmers and request you to
take necessary action. Farmers’ is-
sues have not been addressed compre-
hensively.”

BKS says that instead of a Land Ac-
quisition Act, there is a need for a Land

Utility Bill. BKS states in the memo-
randum that in case of sale, lease, or
partnership relating to a farmland,
farmers’ consent must be taken. It sug-
gests the creation of a bank of govern-
ment’s wasteland which must be uti-
lized first. 

In case of non-use of a farmer’s
land, BKS says the land must be re-
turned without any interest at the

original cost. And it stresses that 70%
of the land allotted to industries has
not been used. It says that the govern-
ment must use that first.

BKS says that India’s farmers will
become dependent on extraneous re-
sources forever because of genetically
modified seeds and crops. So it seeks a
complete ban on them.

BKS says the central government
must provide access to irrigation to
farmers across the country at the same
rates. On farming products’ exports, it
seeks 50% duty concession. The BKS
demands lifting of the ban on import-
ing urea fertilizer. Further, it moots
the idea of a 108-like Kisan helpline. 

Moreover, it urges the government
to withdraw income tax imposed on
sugar factories, and all taxes on agri-
culture and related co-operatives. To
prevent damage from animals to crops,
BKS advocates a scientific action plan.

Gujarat unit of RSS-affiliated
farmers’ body opposes Land Bill 

Kapil.Dave@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Hetal Patel of
Daramali village in Idar ta-
luka in Sabarkantha is these-
days busy trying out Punjabi
cuisine at her home. Thanks
to the internet, she contin-
ually learns new recipes and
tries them out at home.

Not just Patel, almost all
the women in the village are
adept at using the internet
and even have email ids of
their own. These women
were trained to use the inter-
net at the village computer
training centre. 

Daramali village has also
set an example in smart ad-
ministration. The village
panchayat — where women
rule the roost — upgraded
the village school by buying
a smart board, then set up a
computer centre, a laborato-
ry and a public address sys-
tem. The sarpanch, Hetal De-
sai, and her panchayat
spearheaded this change.
The panchayat next started a
computer training pro-
gramme at the school cam-
pus where other villagers
are being trained. 

Apart from the sarpanch,
the principal and talati are
also women in this village
which boasts of 100% drain-
age and toilets in all houses.

Desai says, “During the
meeting it was decided that
all gifts received by the pan-
chayat and sarpanch would
be given for the welfare of
the school and this began the
process of change. The vil-
lage then collected Rs 2.5
lakh and the school got a
facelift with a modern com-
puter laboratory, library and
sound system connected
with the village administra-
tion. Important announce-
ments are made using this
for the entire village to
hear.”

“Computer technology
brought in a revolution
among students, especially
those from classes VI to VIII.
It is compulsory for teachers

ers,” said Sarifa Mansuri,
the school principal. “We
have had one classroom with
a smart board and now pro-
posed to the panchayat that
they be put in all classrooms.

Nidhi Soni, the tutor at
the computer centre says:
“We have different timings
for women, youth, farmers,
and children. During free
time, any villager is free to
surf the web. Moreover, the
village has WiFi which is
free for all.” According to So-
ni, the women do online
shopping most of the time,
and watch recipe videos. The
village goal is that by 2015 all
residents from seven to 70
years old should be e-litera-
te.

to send homework to stu-
dents by email. The projects
at the school aren’t like those
at any other school. All pro-
jects are linked to comput-

NET POWER: Women at the internet training centre in Daramali 

Himanshu.Kaushik
@timesgroup.com

With Empowered Women, Panchayat Turns Village E-Literate

Entrepreneurship Devel-
opment Institute of India
(EDI) has announced admis-
sions to PG diploma in man-
agement in business en-
trepreneurship for 2015-17.
The course has been espe-
cially designed for those who
wish to set up their own
business or wish to join their
family business. Applicants
of CAT, MAT, XAT, CMAT and
ATMA examinations can also
apply. Last date for submis-
sion of applications is May 8.

GFSU’s first 
convocation today: Guj-
arat Forensic Sciences Uni-
versity’s (GFSU) with hold
the first convocation of its
PG programmes — postgrad-
uate degrees and postgradu-
ate diplomas — on Wednes-
day. The chief guest at event
will be Gujarat chief minister
Anandiben Patel and minis-
ter of state for home depart-
ment Rajnikant Patel.

CITY DIGEST 

EDI announces
PGDM-BE
admissions

Ahmedabad: A team of
state CID (crime) has arrest-
ed four more persons from
Mumbai in connection with
murder of journalist Ashok
Shah in 2009. The investigat-
ing agency had earlier ar-
rested one person in the
same case 20 days ago.

Sujata Majmudar, super-
intendent of police, CID
(crime) said that a team was
on lookout for the accused in
the case. “Working on infor-
mation, Abdul Kader Khan

along with Qazi brothers –
Wasim Qazi, Ishtiyar Qazi
and Ahtesham alias Bhuriyo
Qazi – were arrested from
and around Mumbai. Fur-
ther investigations are on,”
she said. 

Police had earlier caught
Nasar Ahmed Vamasa, a res-
ident of Valsad – first arrest
in six years. The case was
handed over to CID in 2014.

On March 31, 2009, Ashok
Shah, a resident of Bilimora
and editor of Valsad-based
weekly Dakshin Gujarat
Vartman, was returning

home in his van with his
driver Manoj Sharma at 5
pm. 

When he was passing
from Dungri flyover on Na-
tional Highway 8, a car inter-
cepted his van and forced the
driver to stop as a man got
down from the car and
opened fire. 

Two bullets fired from
point-blank range proved fa-
tal for Shah whereas his driv-
er was severely wounded.
His son had demanded a CBI
probe as local police could
not make any breakthrough. 

Journalist murder: 4 more held Arun Desai, a resident of the
village says: “No villager is

allowed to move use a two
wheeler inside the village. All
movements have to be on
bicycles. The village has a cycle
club where teachers, the
postman, shopkeepers and other
villagers are members. The
village is home to around 1,800
people and no one is allowed to
use bike for internal movement
inside the village.” TNN

Bicycle club
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Himanshu.Kaushik
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: Gujarat high
court on Tuesday scrapped
the AMC and AMTS’s con-
tract with a company named
Het Graphics for renting
publicity space above local
bus stops after it was found
that under the guise of law,
the authorities permitted
the publicity firm to use ad-
vertisement boards of
larger dimension than pro-
vided for in tender.

After canceling the civic
body’s contract for adver-
tisement space on the roof
top of bus stops, the HC has
permitted the authorities to
go for fresh tendering by giv-
ing fair chance to all bidders.

The HC pulled up the au-
thorities for amending ten-
der terms with the advertis-
ing firm after awarding the
contract. Citing the change
in General Development
Control Regulations
(GDCR), the AMC made
many other bidders disinter-
ested. It awarded contract to
Het Graphics for three years
at the payment of Rs 2.85
crore per annum for certain
space. TNN

HC scraps
AMC ad space

contract

For Abhayam helpline, it was the third incident this year. In February, a team
reached a marriage venue with Surendranagar police at Dhrangadhra where not

one but two girls, both 16 years of age, were getting married. “A neighbour
informed us about the arrangements after which we reached the girls’ house on
February 15 with a police team and district child protection officer who talked to
the family about the laws and threatened to take legal action. The agency also
involved the sarpanch to ensure that such incident does not take place in the
village,” said an official from 181.

Minor girl sold as bride
In November 2014, Jamnagar police stopped the marriage of a 16-year-old girl

from Maharashtra to a 31- year-old man. The bridegroom and his family members
were arrested. The brother of the accused had told investigators that they were
finding it difficult to get a bride for the man and had thus sought help from the local
sources. “At that time, they had come across a family from Dharwad. The girl’s
maternal aunt was living in Jamnagar and had arranged for the relationship as the
girl was from a poor farmer family. The family was to get Rs 40,000 for the wedding
ceremony,” said an investigator.

Dozen child marriage cases a year
According to the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) figures, the state police

reported 12 cases in 2013, 14 in 2012, 13 in 2011 and 14 in 2010. Social workers,
however, believe that the actual number of the marriages might be much higher
than the official figures as most of these cases are observed in tribal belt of the
state and Saurashtra region.

Neighbour sounds alert 
Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Siddhartha

IIT-Gn director Prof  Sudhir 
Jain has edged out his coun-
terparts in Mica and Cept to 

become the most followed di-
rector on Facebook. With 
1,665 followers, Prof  Jain is 
the current social media star 
in the local academia. The 
director usually promotes his 
institute with posts through-
out the day. With 800 ‘likes’, 
Mica director Nagesh Rao is 
the second most liked director 

on FB. When online, Rao is a 
complete family man. He 

keeps his online fans hooked 
with posts about enjoying time 
with his family: from watch-
ing an IPL face-off  between 
Rajasthan Royals and Chennai 
Super Kings to a long vacation 
in London. Cept president Bi-
mal Patel’s popularity has also 
grown, with his fan ‘likes’ ex-
panding to 517 on FB. Patel’s 
posts are mostly related to 
HCP Design and Project Man-
agement which he also leads.

IIT-Gn chief most ‘liked’

Summer break 
worries NIDians

Even the thought of  a summer vaca-
tion brings a beam of  joy to the 

faces of  students. And when it’s a 
prolonged vacation, students are 
bound to be triumphant. But NIDians 
are an exception. Though NID has for 
the first time declared a summer 
break of  more than three months, 
students are a worried lot. “Students 
are generally overjoyed by the exten-
sion of  vacations. But in our case, it 
will delay everything, from exams, 
placements to even convocation,” 
said product design student, 
Krunal Chauhan. The institute 
had a regular two-month holiday 
last year. Another student Justin 
Shah echoed same concerns. 
“Three-and-a-half-month sum-
mer vacation is way too much 
stretched out. Most firms offer 
internships for just two months, 
so what will we do after that?” 

Campus-warming drive

After being delayed by more than five months, IIT-
Gn on Tuesday finally started moving to its per-

manent campus in Palaj village in Gandhina-
gar. In an FB post, the director, Prof  Sudhir 
Jain said: “All engineers and staff  of  the insti-

tute works department moved their offices to 
the Palaj campus. Everyone is excited about 
completing the project. All seem to be aware 

that they are part of  a historical mission of  
building a world-class university.” IIT-Gn has 
taken numerous measures to harvest rainwater 
and recycle the water used on the eco-friendly 
institute’s ground, spread over 400 acres.

EDI stamp on 100 students

EDI will hold its 16th convocation on 
Saturday at which 100 students will 

get their diplomas. The institute runs 
PGDM programmes in business entre-
preneurship (BE) and development 
studies (DS). The chief  guest on the 
occasion will be Hasmukh Adhia, sec-
retary, department of  financial serv-
ices, Union finance ministry. There 
are 85 students in PGDM-BE and 15 in 
PGDM-DS.

Visiting faculty at Cept University, Rakesh Semwal, 
shared a group picture of ‘drama games’ on FB

Students take astronomy lessons from experts 
on Sabarmati Riverfront

Prof Sudhir Jain in one of his   
photos shared on Facebook 

Surf web, rule and take decisions


