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Ahmedabad:Exactly 10 years
after his father was arrested
and put behind bars on charg-
es of forgery in Vadodara, Ar-
jun Vaswani from Shillong has
now moved Gujarat high court
to remove the stigma that his
family has been living with.

Vaswani has become a law-
yer and began practising with
a view to bringing to justice
one day all those who, accord-
ing to him, were involved in
framing and ill-treating his fa-
ther. On why he has moved the
court a decade after the inci-
dent, he said, “Whether it’s 10
years or 20 years. I wanted to
fight it the legal way. I am now
fighting my battle because on-

ly those can understand this
whose kin is made to sleep on
floor for 40 days in prison with-
out any fault of his. I chose the
right path and trained hard to
become a lawyer." He now
practises in Meghalaya high
court.

Not inclined to reveal

much about his recent petition
which is likely to be heard later
this week, Vaswani said that
they had an old family proper-
ty dispute in Shillong, and the
family suffered a lot due to the
long pending litigation. “But
the day my father was arrested
and my mother stood before
him helpless, I decided to be-
come a lawyer,” he said.

Vaswani’s’ father — Pishu
Vaswani — was booked on
charges of criminal conspir-
acy and forgery that he had fal-
sely obtained a death certifi-
cate of one Parvatiben
Udharmal in connivance with
Baroda Municipal Corpora-
tion officials. It was alleged
that he produced it before Shil-
long’s revenue authorities to

get ownership rights of prop-
erty situated there. He was re-
manded for three days and
then remained behind bars
until the high court granted
him conditional bail. He
passed away later.

Vaswani has now filed the
petition against the police offi-
cials, including an IPS officer
who is from a north-eastern
state, who allegedly took harsh
action against his father at the
behest of his uncle. The family
was pained particularly when
the father was publicly humili-
ated and paraded handcuffed.
“This was like a slap on my
face. Now I want action
against all those who gave ill-
treatment to my father,” he
said.

Moves HC Against Those Who Framed His Father 10 Yrs Ago

Youth becomes lawyer to
erase blot on his family
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Ahmedabad: Superintendent
of police of Tapi district, Ma-
hesh Naik, has landed in con-
troversy over an audio clip cir-
culating in the social media
since Sunday. Following the
controversy, Gujarat DGP, P C
Thakur, has written to IGP, Su-
rat range, Narsimha Komar to
conduct an inquiry. 

In the audio clip, a person
claiming to be the ‘national
president of cow protection
commando force’ based in Del-
hi calls IPS officer Naik and is
heard talking about an inci-
dent of cow slaughter that had
allegedly taken place in Son-
gadh taluka of Tapi district re-
cently. 

During their conversation,
the IPS officer is allegedly
heard boasting about his rela-
tions with Dr Pravin Togadia

and going out of the way to give
clarifications to the caller re-
garding the incident. The au-
dio clip contains derogatory
words for the minority com-
munity.

Surprisingly, IPS officer
Naik allegedly mentions his
earlier operation undertaken
for protection of calves in
which he claims he had opened
fire with an AK-47 assault rifle. 

Naik, however, clarifies
that the minority community
was not involved in the cow
slaughter incident in Songadh
taluka. It was a dog which had
dragged a newborn calf to the
place, Naik says while alleged-

ly requesting the caller to con-
firm from Togadia about the
work he (the IPS officer) had
done for protection of cows.

IPS officer Naik has, how-
ever, denied ever talking to the
self-styled president of the cow
protection commando force.
“It is not my voice,” said Naik
when he contacted for his com-
ments. IGP Narsimha Komar
said he had heard the audio clip
and is inquiring into its au-
thenticity. “We are also trying
to identify the local person
named by the self-styled presi-
dent of the cow protect com-
mando force, if there is any per-
son by that name,” said Komar.

Audio clip lands
Tapi SP in trouble 

Gujarat DGP
Orders Probe;
Not My Voice,

Says Cop 

Audio clip contains derogatory
words for minority community
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Ahmedabad: Doctors of VS
Hospital threatened to strike
work late on Wednesday after
the relative of a patient as-
saulted a resident doctor, al-
leging callousness on his part.
The doctor was later admitted
to the hospital after the inci-
dent. Agitated doctors stopped
all work late in the night and
insisted that a police com-
plaint be lodged against the ac-
cused.

A Juhapura resident suf-
fered a seizure and was
brought to the hospital in the
evening. High drama ensued
as the patient’s relative beat up
Dr Dinesh Tiwari and tore his
clothes. He was pacified only
after other staff members in-
tervened. Sources said Dr Ti-
wari had refused to see the pa-
tient citing busy schedule.

The incident comes almost
two months after the son of a
deceased patient slapped a
doctor and a nurse, alleging
negligence on their part. This
incident was days after the
nursing staff of AMC-run LG
Hospital went on a flash strike
to express solidarity with the
ward boy who was assaulted
by a patient's relatives.

VS doctors
threaten to
go on strike
after assault

Ahmedabad: Jamna Brijvasi, 68,
had created a history of sorts when
she was inducted as the first woman
ST bus driver in Gujarat way back in
1974. 

Wearing a ghunghat (veil), the
woman had appeared for an RTO
test, failed four times till she finally
got a heavy vehicle driving license
and the job. Aspirants of Gujarat
Public Service Commission study
about Jamna in their general
knowledge preparatory material to
crack the state public service exam.
Today, the woman who made history
is living a life of penury. She is bare-
ly able to put two square meals on
her plate. Incidentally, there is no
other woman driver employed by
Gujarat State Road Transport Cor-
poration (GSRTC) currently. How-
ever, GSRTC has employed women
conductors. 

When Jamna met Manjita Van-
zara, ACP, ‘F’ Division in the city, she
felt that the woman who invaded the
male fiefdom over four decades ago
needs to be supported. Determined
to do something for her, Vanzara ap-
proached Smita Murmu, wife of se-
nior IAS officer G C Murmu, to seek
guidance. 

On Wednesday, Jamna was pre-
sented with Rs 25,000 cash and a
cheque of another Rs 25,000. Also, a

private company has provided a job
to her elder son as a driver.

“When woman empowerment is
the buzzword, it didn’t appear ap-
propriate that such an achiever has
to go through financial hardship.
While the government has done its
part by allowing her to stay at
GSRTC quarters at Behrampura
even after her retirement and pro-
viding the pensions, we also decided
to do our bit,” said Murmu.

Jamna narrated her life story:
“We are natives of Rajasthan who
have made Gujarat their home for
generations. My father was working
in Surat where I spent my childhood
and attained education up to class
VII. I shifted to Ahmedabad after my
marriage in 1965. My husband
Dhansukh was a tanker driver with

Aabad Dairy. He used to take me
along on longer journeys where I
started observing him and learnt
driving myself.” 

Jamna wanted to break the ster-
eotype. “From where I come, it was
even impossible to come out of the
ghunghat, but I dared and appeared
for the RTO exam for heavy vehicle
driving. I failed four times but when
they saw my resolve, they gave me
the license. I also got support from
Elaben Bhatt of SEWA. The year
was 1974 when Indira Gandhi had
given the slogan of woman empo-
werment. Thus, with Ilaben’s help, I
was inducted as a driver in GSRTC
at the age of 21,” she said.

She fell on hard times after re-
tirement as her elder son died in a
road accident. 

Sordid saga of state’s 1st woman
bus driver; officials to the rescue

Jamna Brijvasi shows her picture of her working days

Yogesh Chawda
Parth.Shastri@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: A three-
year-old boy miraculous-
ly survived a major acci-
dent on the highway near
Dholka town after a truck
accidently turned turtle
when negotiating an ob-
stacle on the road and fell
into a small culvert. 

The incident killed the
boy’s parents on the spot.
The orphaned kid is now
undergoing treatment at
Dholka government
health centre.

The incident hap-
pened in the wee hours of
Wednesday near Ambare-
li village. The names of
the parents and the boy
are yet to be ascertained.

Preliminary investi-
gations revealed that the
parents, a man of 35 years
of age and a 30-year-old
woman, were travelling
in the carrier of a truck
filled with coal. While ne-
gotiating an obstacle the
truck lost balance and fell

into the culvert and the
coal consignment spilled
over. The truck had ac-
tually fallen on the par-
ents and the child. 

The police had to call
for a JCB for rescue oper-
ation. The boy was later
pulled out to safety and
immediately sent to the
Dholka government
health centre. 

Lucky escape
for three-yr-old,

loses parents

The police had to call for a JCB
for rescue operation
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A 25 year old woman, a resi-
dent of Shahpur registered a
complaint on Tuesday against
Shoeb Luhar, a resident of
Pattharwali masjid, for alleg-
edly raping her. The girl in her
complaint stated to the police
that Shoeb cheated her by
making false promises about
marriage marry and then
raped her in a hotel. She also
alleged that he has recorded
their intimate moments in a
video and has also threaten to
share it publicly. After her
complaint, Shahpur police has
started hunting for Shoeb.

Suicide complaint
Dharmendra Gautam, a resi-
dent of Gupta dairy corner in
Premnagar committed sui-
cide in his home on Tuesday.
Police said Gupta used a knife
to inflict multiple stab injuries
in his neck. By the time his
family members could come
to his aid, he had breathed his
last. Shaherkotda police has
registered a complaint of ac-
cidental death.

Chain snatching in
Sardarnagar
Varsha Patel, resident of Han-
sol, Sardarnagar, registered a
complaint at Sardarnagar po-
lice station on Tuesday that
her gold necklace worth Rs
50,000 was snatched by an
unidentified biker near Ran-
mukteshwar road. Patel in her
complaint has stated that
when she was passing by
Ranmukteshwar road, a per-
son riding on a motorbike
drew up close, snatched her
necklace and sped away even
as she cried out for help.

PUNCH-NAMA

Rape in Shahpur

SELFIE SESSION
TOI

A group of women take selfies as they enjoy cool weather at Sabarmati Riverfront 

Ahmedabad: The rumours
doing rounds in villages of
Kheda district about ‘da-
coits on prowl’ took a seri-
ous turn on Wednesday in
Amruji village when locals
in large numbers attacked a
police party with spades,
lathis and iron pipes.

Police sources said when
lathi-charge and lobbing of
nearly 15 teargas shells
failed to control the unruly
mob, they had to open fire in
self-defence injuring two,
with bullet injuries in lower
body.

“Eight policemen, in-
cluding two DySPs and a po-
lice inspector were also in-

jured in the attack by the
mob. Injured were rushed to
a local hospital,” said super-
intendent of police, Kheda,
Sachin Badhsha.

Police said a head con-
stable from local police sta-
tion had gone to the village
to serve a summon to one of

the villagers. “The people
there questioned him as to
why cops do not come to the
village to patrol when there
is fear of dacoits,” said a po-
lice official.

The locals then confined
the policemen. When the se-
nior police officials rushed
to the spot, the situation
worsened and additional
force had to be called. 

“The villagers then
turned violent and blocked
roads to stop cops from go-
ing out of the village. They
attacked policemen with
spades, lathis and iron
pipes,” said a senior police
official.

Police have arrested 11
persons for the incident. 

Rumour terror: Kheda
villagers attack cops 

One of the injured policeman
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mongering for the past few days
in central and north Gujarat of
‘gangs targeting women for
rape’ to ‘fierce robbers’ and ‘inci-
dents of brutality on people
sleeping outside their huts’, to
‘terrorist attacks’ has yet anoth-
er case of an innocent getting
beaten up by a crowd during
night vigil. 

This time it was an army ja-
wan, Jitendrasinh Jat, 35, who
had alighted from an autorick-
shaw in the wee hours of
Wednesday at Palej village. 

Jat was stationed at the Chi-
loda army station in Gandhina-
gar.

The jawan was wearing
shorts, which incidentally fit
the description of the robber

that the villagers feared. 
He was first stoned and then

beaten with sticks. A complaint
was lodged at the Sector 21 po-
lice station.

In another incident, a sub-in-
spector of the Naroda surveil-
lance squad, K H Jadeja, lodged
a complaint after he received a
message in a WhatsApp group
“Jai Maa” which carried a fake
message from the Gujarat gov-
ernment. The message said that
there was a terrorist strike in
Odhav, Nikol and Naroda areas
and that the attackers were on a
killing spree. This had caused a
lot of panic in the area.

On Tuesday , Virendrasinh
Yadav, superintendent of police,
Gandhinagar, convened a meet-
ing of police officials and in-
structed them to keep a check on
the rumours.

Fear-stricken villagers
beat up Army jawan 
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Ahmedabad: The Indian
Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad (IIM-A) will es-
tablish a school of public
policy on its campus. The
school will be financially
supported by JSW Steel
Limited with a contribution
of over Rs 50 crore and will
be run by IIM-A. An MoU
was signed between the in-
stitute and the company on
Wednesday.

“In India, we do not have
many institutes that teach
public policy and the sub-
ject has not received ade-
quate attention in India. We
feel that the vision of New
India needs discourse and
deeper understanding of
this subject and the JSW
School of Public Policy will
contribute towards this
cause,” said Sajjan Jindal,
CMD, JSW Steel Ltd. TNN

IIM-A, JSW to
set up school

of public policy

Ahmedabad: The semester II results of class XI will be de-
clared by the Gujarat Secondary and Higher Secondary Ex-
amination Board (GSHSEB) on Saturday. 

Board officials said that the marksheets will be given to
the students on July 8. According to the officials, this is the
second examination after HSC general stream where the
marksheets have not been given to the students on the day
of results. Around 1.35 lakh students had taken the exam-
ination in April. TNN

Sem II results of class XI on Sat

GTU has announced two unique pro-
grammes of Minors and Specials in
Technology Entrepreneurship along
with students’ main stream BE (major)
programme. 

To mentor students for converting
their final year project into start-up,
GTU is the first large-scale university
in India to take this initiative. GTU stu-
dents pursuing their BE and having an
entrepreneurial mindset, will now
have an option to work on their addi-
tional optional coursework. 

2 programmes in tech
entrepreneurship

IPS officer Naik alleged-
ly mentions his earlier
operation undertaken
for protection of calves
in which he claims he
had opened fire with an
AK-47 assault rifle. He,
however, clarifies that
the minority community
was not involved in the
cow slaughter incident

Ahmedabad: IIT-Gandhina-
gar faculty and students ea-
gerly waiting for its campus-
warming will have to wait for
one more week. 

The institute will start
shifting to its 400-acre perma-
nent campus on the banks of
the Sabarmati at Palaj village
in Gandhinagar from July 8.

Earlier, the institute was
scheduled to make a move to
its residential campus with
around 1,000 students and
close to 100 faculty on July 1. 

The original move was
scheduled for mid-December,
but the project was delayed.
For the past few years, IIT-Gn
has been functioning from a
temporary facility at Vishwa-
karma Engineering College
in Chandkheda.

“We'll start major shifting
drive from July 8 that will
continue till July-end. On
Wednesday, a few faculty
members conducted a survey
of the ongoing works at Palaj
campus,” said Harish Palan-
thandalam-Madapusi, an 
IIT-Gn faculty who is in-
volved with the campus work
at Palaj.

Shifting of
IIT-Gn from

July 8
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Ahmedabad: Before moving
ahead with a PIL demanding
curb on illegal commercial
use of residential buildings
and plots in the state capital,
Gujarat high court on
Wednesday asked former IPS
officer J K Champavat to es-
tablish that he is not violating
any building bye-laws in
Gandhinagar.

A bench headed by justice
K S Jhaveri ordered petitioner
Champavat to furnish his
property documents – the
Building Use permission for
his house, title clearance doc-
uments, plan sanction certifi-
cate from local civic body and
the property tax bill – so that it
is established that he is not vi-
olating any norms, which he
is insisting everybody should
follow.

The court has also asked
Gandhinagar Municipal Cor-
poration (GMC) to state
whether Champavat is a de-
faulter or not in paying his
taxes. Further hearing is kept
on July 16.

HC asks
petitioner to
prove he is

not defaulter
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