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FLOWER POWER
IIT-Gn’s senior design associate designs a 
lamp that doubles up as induction cooker. 
The solar lamp is modelled on sunflower’s 
passive heliotropism to gather maximum 
energy from the sun by turning towards it

P
roviding electricity to remote 
rural areas still remains a huge 
challenge for governments. In 
Swades, Shah Rukh Khan, who 
plays an engineer, builds a 

self-sufficient hydro-electric power 
plant to light up a village and solves 
the problem of irregular power 
supply. Fortunately, there was a 
water source in the village. But what 
about hinterlands that are grappling 
with water crisis as well? Franklin 
Kristi, IIT Gandhinagar’s senior 
design associate, has come up with a 
uniquely designed lamp that works 
on solar power. 

His ‘Flower Power, Solar Lamp and 
Oven’ acts as night lamp and doubles 

up as induction cooker that runs on
solar energy. The device mimics sun-
flower’s natural engineering and
repositions the solar panels as per the
sun’s direction to maximise the
device’s solar efficiency.

Kristi’s project proposal won the
first prize in a competition organised
by B ionik -Netzwerk  Hessen
(Biomimetics Network Hessen) and 
Association of German Industrial 
Designers recently.

The concept, developed on the 
theme of biomimetics and 3D print-
ing, was proposed keeping in mind
the requirements of people in Asian
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TEMPERATURE MAX 37.1 |  MIN 23.4 | HUMIDITY 45%                         FORECAST CLEAR SKY | SUNRISE 0639 HRS | SUNSET 1809 HRS 

Five-match series tied at 2-2 
after India beat South Africa 
by 35 runs in fourth one day

Niyati.Rana@timesgroup.com TWEETS @NiyatiMIRROR

‘I’LL BE BACK 
AT WORK
STRONGER, 
FITTER, 
FASTER’ 

KOHLI’S TON 
KEEPS ODI 
SERIES ALIVE

Franklin Kristi’s design won the first prize in an international competition recently
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A hmedabad Detection
of Crime Branch on
Thursday carried out a
search operation at the
residences of close

aides of PAAS leader Hardik Pa-
tel. Police claim that they have
enough evidence to prove that
Hardik Patel and his team mem-
bers have been spreading objec-
tionable messages against the
state government and instigat-
ing Patidars to ransack public

property and trigger tension
during Patidar andolan. Ac-
cording to Crime Branch sourc-
es, the cops carried searches at
their residences to trace SIM
cards used after Hardik Patel
was detained on the evening of
August 25. Cops raided Chirag
Patel’s house in Riddhi Siddhi
Apartment in Bopal, Dinesh Pa-
tel’s house at Sargasan in Gand-
hinagar and Ketan Patel’s bun-
galow in Motera.

The arrested PAAS leaders
were produced in the court for
remand. Court granted the po-
lice seven-day remand. The

Crime Branch had arrested two
of the close aides of Hardik Patel
on Wednesday under charges
of sedition and conspiracy to
overthrow a duly elected gov-
ernment while they were com-
ing out of the high court after a
hearing on a petition challeng-
ing levelling of sedition charges
against Hardik by Surat police.

Hardik and his aides Dinesh
Patel, Chirag Patel, Alpesh Patel
and Amrishkumar Patel have
been booked under sections
121, 121(A), 153 ( A) 124 (A)153
(A) 153 (B) and 120 (B) of the IPC
in the 30-page FIR. 

JIGNESH VORA

Crime Branch conducts
searches at residences
of Hardik Patel’s aides
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and African regions. The conti-
nents gets adequate sunlight
that can be converted to elec-
tricity to provide basic ameni-
ties like light and food for a fam-
ily of four. “I drew my
inspiration from nature. The
design of the proposed product
is modelled on sunflower’s pas-
sive heliotropism and the
touch-me-not plant. Just as the
sunflower follows the sun’s
movement, the solar panels are
able to rotate and gather maxi-
mum energy from the sun. 

“Below the panels, I have
proposed to install low energy
consuming LED light. At night,
the solar-panel shrinks like the
touch-me-not plant and the
LED or the light panel on the
outer surface acts as a light
source,” said Kristi.

Kristi said that once charged
the lamp can provide light for
not less than six hours. Below
the lamp is an induction tray
that can be used for cooking.
“The device stores the energy
gathered during the day in the
battery at the bottom. 

“Using the battery and the
induction tray installed in the
device, one can even cook for
not less than three hours,” he
added. 

The concept may also help

save natural resources like
wood as villagers usually use
wood and cow dung as fuel for
cooking. 

“Use of solar energy makes
the device highly sustainable
and fit for use in any terrain,” he
said. As per estimate, it may cost
Rs 15,000 per piece. The device

will have wheels at the bottom
to enable easy movement. Be-
sides, the solar panel will be
placed such that it can be
cleaned and maintained with-
out hassle. Kristi says that the
project will now be put up for
crowd-funding so that it be-
comes a reality. 

Call it flower power

The solar panel may cost Rs 15,000 per unit, says Kristi
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FIR has been registered against Hardik’s aides Ketan Patel, Dinesh Patel and Chirag Patel 

Below the panels, I have proposed to install
low energy consuming LED light. At night, the
solar-panel shrinks like the touch-me-not plant
and the light panel acts as a light source 

FRANKLIN KRISTI
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C EPT University has come up with three
new scholarships for its students who
enrolled in academic year 2015-2016:
President Scholarship, Research Assist-

antship and CEPT Trust Scholarship. Current-
ly, the university already has offers for the three
scholarships. 

CEPT authorities have also told its students
that for pending the sanction of financial aid or
award of students’ scholarships, they are re-
quired to make payments of fee and other im-
portant charges by the stated deadline.

President Scholarship is to provide scholar-
ship to all the meritorious students of the uni-
versity. Students will be exempted for upto 50
per cent of the total fee for monsoon and winter
semester. The scholarship award will be given to
three undergraduate and nine post-graduate
students who took admission at CEPT in the

said academic year. Research Assistantship is a
unique and new kind of scholarship to be intro-
duced at CEPT. All the students who have car-
ried out unique research work for the university
will be eligible for the award. The students’ ini-
tiative and willingness to carry out any task will
also be considered under the evaluation. The el-
igible students will be given a scholarship of Rs
5,000 per month for a period of nine months
until June, 2016. CEPT Trust Scholarship will
provide help to the students whose annual fam-
ily income is less than Rs 4.5 lakh per annum. 

3 new student scholarships
introduced at CEPT Univ
Three undergraduates and nine post-graduates to be given scholarship awards

Scholarships are for those with annual family 
income less than Rs 4.5 lakh per annum
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