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8-9COME, TELL US. WE ARE ALL EARS!
Do you have an achievement that you want to crow about? Are you sitting on a minefield of campus gossip? 
Are you in on what's 'trending' in your institute? Then write to us and we will give it the place it so rightfully 
deserves. To be featured, send details and photographs to amcampusbeat@gmail.comCAMPUS BEAT

THOSE WHO regularly visit Gujarat Univer-
sity Vice-Chancellor M N Patel know his 
penchant for munching on ‘shing cha-
na’. Of late though, Patel was seen stay-
ing away from this ‘indulgence’. The rea-
son for this was nothing short of hilari-
ous. According to Patel, someone filed a 
Right to Information application seek-
ing to know how much sing-chana he 
eats in a month, and who provides him 

with the packets! While the VC clari-
fied that those in the know of his 

habit keep him supplied with the 
nuts whenever they visit 

Bharuch, we feel that it is all 
much ado about nothing.

OFF THE RECORD

NEWSMAKERS

@GOVERNMENT ARTS 
COLLEGE, G'NAGAR
LT DR Madhavi Upadhyaya, a professor of Sanskrit at 

Government Arts College in Gandhinagar, has 
been awarded the ‘Best Associate NCC Officer’ 
of the NCC Gujarat Directorate which includes 
Gujarat and three union territories Diu, Daman 
and Dadra Nagar Haveli. 

WHAT’S BUZZING

IT ALL STARTS WITH COFFEE
AN INSTANT coffee 

outlet opposite 
the Department 
of Electrical Engi-
neering at L D 
College is a 
hangout spot for 
students. Rather, 
it WAS a hangout 
till recently. It 
turns out that the 
college authorities imposed a new rule, penalising students who would hang out 
at the coffee joint instead of attending their lectures. A student said, “Since the 
new rule has been put into place, one hardly sees anyone hanging out there. Pen-
alty is imposed on anyone caught bunking their lecture and spending time here. 
Interestingly, the rule does not apply to the canteen. The authorities tailored the 
rule specifically for the coffee joint because students love coming here.”

@DAIICT- 
GANDHINAGAR
TANVINA B Patel and Dr Hemant A Patil from 

Dhirubhai Ambani Institute of Information 
and Communication Technology has topped 
a worldwide competition, ‘Automatic Speak-
er Verification Spoof Challenge 2015’ during 
INTERSPEECH 2015, held at Dresden in Ger-
many in the first week of December. 

IN A NUTSHELL

Social media has not dampened these 
youngsters’ enthusiasm for reading. They tell 
Mirror why books are still their best friends

GUJARAT ATHELETES WIN GOLD, BRONZE AT NATIONAL-LEVEL MEET
Athletes of Gujarat State Amateur Athletics Association won six gold and three bronze medals at the national-level best Athlete and Team Championship held at Ranchi in 
Jharkhand from November 21 to 25.
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Readaholics

M
ehul’s first tryst with books started with a mys-
tery novel about a teenage detective and her 
friends who together solve crimes. “My first 

book was one from the Nancy Drew series created by 
Carolyn Keene. I was introduced to a whole new world 
through the series and fell in love with books in gener-
al,” Mehul says. 

Soon, Mehul was saving up her pocket money to 
buy more books. She claims that discovering her love 
for books was life-changing for her. “It adds value to 
my life,” she says. She is currently reading Chasing 
Tomorrow by Sidney Sheldon.

Mehul claims that reading transports her to a 
different dimension. “It allows me to travel the 
world, introduces me to different people through 
the characters. Reading is also my stress buster. It 
always helps me see the world through a different and 
more mature perspective. It is a bonus that my vocabu-
lary improves.” Her favourite authors are Anuja 
Chauhan and JK Rowling.

T
hough Sushant is a voracious reader, he is more comfortable 
with e-books than the actual paper and ink version. He has a 
collection of 500 e-books and 25 actual books. “When I am 

reading, I feel the characters speak to me and I get lost in their 
world. Though I read all kinds of books, I love reading suspense 
thriller and horror stories,” he states. He believes, majority of 
youngsters love reading fiction. "I started reading when I was 12. 
Once I pick a book, I finish it in a week’s time," he adds. "Once, I 
was so engrossed in a book that I missed getting off at my station 
while travelling in metro in Delhi," he says.  Ask him about his 
favourite book and he says, The Girl with Dragon Tattoo by Stieg 
Larsson. Inputs by Niyati Rana and Kruti Naik

A
s a kid, books did not interest her. But all that changed when 
she came across a copy of Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin in 
Class 11. “Since then, reading has become an addiction. Today, I 

have close to 60 books in my personal collection,” she says. 
Trishali chooses her books based on her mood. “Earlier I was com-

fortable reading current affairs but now fiction interests me the most. 
There are times that I read three books at a time,” she adds. Ask her, 
how she manages to keep her book collection intact and she is quick to 
add, "I don't let anyone fold a single page of my book. I literally clean its 
cover page and anyone who borrow books is strictly instructed to keep it 
in same condition as it is," she adds. Ask her about her favourite book 
and she replies: A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini.

F
or Anuragdasi, books are a window to 
human emotions. She loves books that 
endorse relationships, humanity and 

bonding. She says, “I read fiction and non-
fiction. Fiction makes me understanding and 
wise while non-fiction makes me confident 
and aware. I love the author Orhan Pamuk. 
His works speak to me. Books like Bridge to 
Terabithia by Katherine Peterson, The Kite 
Runner by Khaled Hosseini, and The Colour 

Purple by Alice Walker weave human emo-
tions beautifully into prose.”

Her love for reading has also inspired the 
poetess in her. Anuragdasi says she started 
reading in class 6 and since has cherished 
every book that she has read. “Presently, I am 
reading a book called Gods Behaving Badly 
by Marie Phillips. This book is a hilarious and 
witty take at Greek mythological Gods,” she 
says.

E-book 
loyalist

Moody reader

Seeking emotional connect

{ MEHUL CHANDNA, 22
STUDYING: MBA at Nirma University
FIRST BOOK READ: Nancy Drew series
CURRENTLY READING:  Chasing Tomorrow

{
SUSHANT SINHA, 20
STUDYING: BCom at HLIC 
FIRST BOOK READ: Three 
Mistakes of my Life
CURRENTLY READING:  The 
Host{ TRISHALI CHAUHAN, 19

STUDYING: BBA at BKMIBA
FIRST BOOK READ: Pride and Prejudice
CURRENTLY READING:  The Siege

{ ANURAGDASI PATEL, 22
STUDYING: IT, LD Engineering
FIRST BOOK READ: Fifth form at Malory Towers by Enid Blyton
CURRENTLY READING:  Gods Behaving Badly

DORM, 
SWEET 
DORM
MICA students use 
artworks, LED lights 
and junk to add spunk 
to their dorm rooms 
and transform them 
into their own 
personal haven

Into the fairyland
MILONI SARAF 
26, PGP-2
COMPLETED WORK: A WEEK 

Miloni is a fan of fairytales and fantasy and her likes reflect on her dorm 
rooms. Quotes from the popular fantasy novel Harry Potter greet us as 

we enter the dorm. Inside, a wall is graced by a silhouette of Cinderella. LED 
lights give the wall and the room a dramatic effect. While the rest of the room 
has been painted in hues of red and pink using a loofah. It is like stepping 
into the land of fairies.  

Greatly influenced by the movie V for Vendetta, Shraddha 
has painted the mask worn by V on her wall. A quote 

from the movie which reads: “Man is least himself when he 
talks in his own person. Give him a mask, he will tell you the 
truth,” is painted above it. To lighten the mood, she has 
painted a Minion besides the mask  —Niyati Rana

Masking it
SHRADDHA SINGHANIA 
24, PGP-2 
COMPLETED IN: ONE NIGHT

Calvin for company 
SAUMYA SHETTY
25, PGP-1 
COMPLETED WORK IN: ONE NIGHT
She wanted her dorm room to be a happy place like her room back home. So, 
she turned to popular cartoon characters Calvin and Hobbes for some com-
pany. Her wall has a picture of Calvin and his pet tiger Hobbes on it. She says 
these characters are truthful, adventurous and makes her happy.

Game room
SIDDHARTH CHAUDHARY 
25, PGP-2 
COMPLETED WORK: 6 HOURS 

Siddharth is an ardent football fan. So, it is no surprise that his room is an 
ode to the game. But the decorating, or at least the painting of walls, was 

done by his fellow student Sharmini De. Keeping his love for football in mind, 
Sharmini decorated the room with silhouettes of football players, a lamp with 
his favourite club Manchester United’s logo and a mini football curtain as a 
separator. A bamboo chair and decorative lamps add some glamour.
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Stress buster

@IIT-GN
INDIAN INSTITUTE of Technology Gandhinagar 

has won the Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Corporation Limited Design Awards 
2015. The staff houses and student hostels 
at its newly constructed campus in Palaj 
has bagged the first prize in the category 
‘Cost Effective Rural/Urban Housing Includ-
ing Disaster Resistant Housing’.
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