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TEDxIIMAhmedabad, organised recently, brought to-
gether the best talents in a fields. The event saw reputed
speakers discuss varied range of themes. The event saw
mountaineer and skydiver Archana Sardana, author and
game designer Anshumani Rudra, Professor at IIT Bom-

bay Dr Parag Bhargava, co-founder of Milaap -- an online
fund-raising platform Anoj Viswanathan, a submariner,
marine commando, paratrooper, mountaineer and moti-
vational speaker Cdr Abhishek Kankan participate in
the event. — AM

TEDXIIMAHMEDABAD BRINGS BEST BRAINS TOGETHER

W hile the much talk-
ed about Look East
Policy of the coun-
try aims at building

economic, institutional and
defence links with the entire
Asia-Pacific, a talk at Indian
Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar (IIT-Gn) fo-
cused on cultural and tradi-
tional identities of the coun-
try’s north-eastern region. 

Prof Samir Das of Univer-
sity of Calcutta, who spoke on
the subject 'Is India's North-
East a 'Different' Cultural Cat-

egory?’ on Thursday told stu-
dents that the people in the
region were already grap-
pling with identity crisis. 

“If the ‘Look East Policy’
were to bring about develop-
ment in a holistic manner, it
should also consider intro-

ducing policies and initia-
tives to restore and safeguard
the identities of the residents
in the north eastern region of
India. But the identities are
configured across nation-
states and their territories in
the age of globalisation,” said
Prof Das. 

He further said, “People in
the North-East are already
facing identity crisis. For ex-
ample, Manipur lost its script
and some part of its identity
with the emergence of Vaish-
navism there around 300
years ago. People there are
still struggling to resurrect
the lost identity and their
script.”

‘Safeguard identities of 
residents of North-East’
At a lecture at IIT-Gn, Prof Samir Das of University of Calcutta highlighted the need to restore identities
of people in the region since these were configured across nation-states and their territories

Professor Samir Das
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