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Icelebrate Diwali with diyas, 
sweets and colours. But crackers 
don’t appeal to me. It has been 

eight years since I fired crackers. I 
find that buying crackers is sheer 

waste of money. There is nothing to 
gain out of it except momentary 
pleasure. Instead, I prefer to buy 
sweets. I also make them, since I love 
to cook. I also make craft pieces like 
lanterns and stars to decorate the 
house. My father makes rangolis and 
I help him. 

My Diwali is always spent in company of 
my family members. It is a tradition that 
was started by my grandfather. He had 

eight siblings and during Diwali, all of them would get 
together for celebration. Now, we have an extended 
family of 108 people. On Diwali, we get together early 
in the morning for Chopda pujan and later feast on 
fafda and jalebis. Then, we go to Mahudi to pay 

respects at the derasar there. We offer 
special sukhdi and shrifal as Prasad 

and then go to a nearby place 
for lunch. We have the 

day’s last meal also 
together.  

Family 
time
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Ifind spending thousands of rupees on crackers 

a wasteful indulgence. There are so many bet-
ter ways to celebrate Diwali like lighting 

lamps, decorating the house, making rangolis, 
spending time with loved ones. All this makes 
Diwali truly enjoyable. At my place, the whole 

family participates in puja on Dhanteras and 
Naivedhya of Kalichaudash. I love light-

ing lamps and decorate my house 
with series of colourful lamps 

in Diwali. I also love mak-
ing rangolis.”

Colourful 
Diwali
URVAJA JANI (17)
COLLEGE:: LJ Institute of 
Applied Science (B.Sc) 

MIHIR PANCHASARA (25)
COLLEGE: SAL College of 
Engineering (BE-IT)

MILONI SHAH (23)
COLLEGE:: Som Lalit Institute of 
Management Studies (MBA)

(Hardik Prajapati 
and Sandhya

Marwada)
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Sweet
Diwali

{

FOR ANY educational institute aiming to be top notch, it is 
important to have its own identity and own model of 
teaching, believes MICA’s Dean Atish Chattopadhyay. 
Formerly associated with SP Jain Institute of Manage-
ment, Chattopadhyay is often heard trying to explain 
why it is necessary to go beyond IIMA model for any 
other B-School to excel. “SP Jain has climbed the lad-
der in national and international school list because it 
has formed its own model of academics. They don’t fol-

low summer placements like IIMs. But they have au-
tumn placements,” he said. Citing an example of 

how the SPJ model is beneficial, he said, “Not 
many successful academics from IIMA have 

emerged as head of educational institutes. But 
SPJ has given top class academicians to world 
of academics,” he added. Now, wasn’t the 
MICA director a faculty member at IIMA?

NEWSMAKERS
@GNLU
GUJARAT NATIONAL Law University 

recognises and honours stu-
dents who are focused on clean-
liness and upkeep of the hostel 
room and premises. The clean-
est room from each floor of the 
Boys’ and Girls’ hostel were 
identified and the students liv-
ing in those rooms were award-
ed for maintaining cleanliness 
and hygiene.

WHAT’S BUZZINGOFF THE RECORD

THE BUDDING engineers at Saffrony Insti-
tute of Technology, Mehsana, have 
launched an initiative called ‘Project 
Happiness’ on the occasion of Diwali. Un-
der this, the students have to interact 
with peons, sweepers, canteen helpers 
and bus drivers on a daily basis and 
know about challenges in their life. The 
students are also expected to teach 
them basic English and also gift useful 
things and reading material. Supriya 
Shah, one of the students said, "We want 
to connect with people hailing from all 
walks of life so, we have launched this 
project. It is important for all of us to un-
derstand the meaning of equality and its 
connection with happiness."

@IIT-GN
INDIAN INSTITUTE of 

Technology, Gandhi-
nagar (IITGN), was 
recognised as ‘Univer-
sity of the Year’ at the 
Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry 
(FICCI) Higher Educa-
tion Excellence 
Awards 2015. 

@NIRMA
UNIVERSITY
NIRMA UNIVERSITY has been awarded the 

excellence in technology for education 
delivery award during the FICCI Educa-
tion Awards 2015, as a part of the 11th 
FICCI Higher Education Summit 2015 
held during November 3-4. The event 
was organized at FICCI Federation 
House, New Delhi. The award was re-
ceived by varsity faculty members Dr 
Sanjay Garg and Dr Priyanka Sharma.
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