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AHMEDABAD, JULY 28

C
HIEF Minister
Anandi Patel will
launch the first-ever

maha-aarti on Sabarmati
River on Tuesday. Inciden-
tally, it will coincide with
Eid-ul-Fitr that is being ob-
served by Muslims across the
country on Tuesday. 

The maha-aarti is being
organised by the Jagannath
Temple Trust on Sabarmati
riverfront near Somnath
Bhudar. 

The area, which is domi-
nated by the minority com-
munity, is the same place
from where Jal Yatra, a few
days prior to the Jagannath
Rath Yatra, is performed
every year.  

The 151-lamp maha-

aarti, scheduled at 6.45 pm,
has been announced to be
held on the second full moon
day of the month of Shravan.
This will be followed every
month at the riverfront from

this day onwards.
“We are very happy that

the first-ever Sabarmati
maha-aarti will begin 
in the holy month of 
Shravan,” said Jagannath
Temple Mahant Dilipdas

Maharaj. 
The eight-minute aarti

has been written by Bhag-
wad kathakar from Ahmed-
abad Mukesh Bhatt. 

“The history of the
Sabarmati was referred be-
fore writing the aarti. For in-
stance, in our Vedas and Pu-

rans, the  Sabarmati was
known as Sabramati. Other
facts about the river have
also  been collected to be in-
corporated in the aarti,” said
Jagannath Temple trustee
Mahindra Jha. 

The proposal of the
Sabarmati maha-aarti was
made on the lines of the
Ganga aarti in Varanasi and
Haridwar last month during
a meeting of the 137th 
Jagannath Rath Yatra
preparations by the Ahmed-
abad Peace Committee,
which is chaired by mayor
Minaxi Patel.  

At the meeting, commit-
tee members suggested 
that a Sabarmati aarti should 
be organized at least 
once a month at the river-
front area. Committee mem-
bers suggested that the 
aarti should be carried 
out on a specific day of 
every month as per the
Hindu calendar, for which
the second full moon day
was suggested.   

GOPAL KATESHIYA,

BHUJ, JULY 28

ANelectrical apprentice from
Bhuj took objection to com-
ments made by a businessman
from Mandvi taluka of Kutch
sparking violence in Bhuj on
Sunday.

Taufil Theba, a 26-year-
old electrician who recently
completed his apprenticeship
with a state power distribution
comapny, received screen
shots of comments made by
Bhavesh Gadhvi, a 30-year-
old law graduate from Mandvi
who is associated with salt pro-
duction, on his WhatsApp
messenger. Theba took objec-
tion to the comments made by
Gadhvi about his community
and faith and filed a complaint
with B-Division police station
in Bhuj on Saturday evening. 

The police acted swiftly
and arrested Gadhvi on Sun-
day and brought him to B Di-
vision police station in Sarpat
Naka, an area dominated by
the community to which the
complainant belongs. A
crowd gathered there de-
manding Gadhvi be handed
over to them leading to
clashes with police. Police re-
fused to grant the demand
saying it was illegal. Leaders
of the community from the
town urged the crowd to dis-
perse saying that their de-
mand was illegal but the mob
got bigger and started pelting
stones at the station building

around 7 pm. In the ensuing
violence,three persons were
hit by police bullets, when
they opened fire to control the
mob  Nine policemen were
also seriously injured in the vi-
olence, police said.   

Authorities claimed the
two communities had sorted
out the matter on Monday.
“Leaders from both commu-
nities said the tension has sub-
sided as those who indulged
in violence were miscreants
who did not even heed the ap-
peal by their community lead-
ers. It was just a matter raised
against a comment on a social
networking site and the lead-
ers agreed police were taking
action against guilty. They ap-
pealed the public to maintain
peace,” resident additional
collector DB Shah said after
chairing a meeting of local
peace committee on Monday. 

The meeting was at-
tended by leaders of both
communities, Minister of
State for Cottage Industries,
Tarachand Chheda, local MP
and MLA.

The additional collector
said that all the injured, in-
cluding the three hit by police
bullets and the nine police-
men hit by stones were out of
danger.

Meanwhile, police were
to produce Gadhvi in a court
later in the evening under
heavy security cover even as
uneasy calm prevailed in the
town. 

Anandi Patel to launch

maha-aarti on Sabarmati 
CM WISHES
MUSLIMS ON 
EID-UL-FITR

On the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr,
the CM extended “Eid
mubarak” greetings to all Mus-
lim families across the state.
Sending the message through
a press release, on the eve of
Eid, the CM said, “Gujarat is on
its march towards develop-
ment with the help of every-
body’s cooperation under the
government’s policy of ‘Sauna
Saath, Sauna Vikas’. All festi-
vals are occasions to
strengthen social get-togeth-
ers and bonhomie, she added. 
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Clashes break out outside
Bhuj police station over

‘comments’ on Whatsapp 

Boys’ death at

Asaram ashram:

Order on CBI

probe demand

likely on Aug 5
AHMEDABAD: A local court
that heard the petition seeking
a CBI probe in the 2008 death
case of two cousins staying at
Asaram Bapu’s ashram here,
is likely to pronounce the or-
der on August 5. Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate M V Gohel
on Monday concluded the
hearing and reserved his order
for August 5.

The parents of the chil-
dren, who were found dead on
the banks of the Sabarmati
near the Motera ashram here in
July 2008, had filed a plea be-
fore a magisterial court in Janu-
ary this year seeking transfer of
the investigation to the Central
Bureau of Investigation.
Cousins Dipesh Vaghela (10)
and Abhishek Vaghela (11)
had gone missing from Asaram
Bapu’s gurukul, a residential
school situated in Motera
Ashram of the city, on July 3,
2008 under mysterious circum-
stances. On July 5, 2008, muti-
lated bodies of the two boys
were found in the riverbed near
the ashram. After the two boys
were found dead, a widespread
public agitation had taken
place against Asaram with al-
legations that their deaths were
linked to black magic practised
in the ashram. Dipesh’s father
Praful Vaghela had filed an ap-
plication before Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate S V Parekh
in February this year seeking a
CBI probe. PTI
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VADODARA, JULY 28

IT IS no longer only the Na-
tional Students Union of In-
dia (NSUI) or the Akhil Bhar-
tiya Vidyarthi Parishad
(ABVP) vying for the post of
the student union at the MS
University. 

With the elections slated
to be held by the end of Au-
gust this year, the number of
student outfits at the campus
has swelled to over a dozen
now, and the university is try-
ing to ensure that students do
not resort to violence driven
by campus politics or deface
walls by sticking posters to
seek voters’ attention.

The ABVP had the
strongest presence in the cam-
pus, until 2013, when NSUI
wrested top seats of university
general secretary and vice
president, with the Vidyarthi
Vikas Sangh, a splinter group
of the ABVP taking away a
large chunk of its vote share.
This year, more students have
organised themselves in to
groups to contest for the post
of vice president, general sec-
retary, and representatives of
various faculties, some of
them being the Revolution
Students Union, Royal Club,
Krishna Group, Yash Group,
Young India Group, Strikers
Group, Science Students
Group, and AIGS.

In 2013, 13 students con-
tested for the post of V-P, 14
for GS, and eight for the post
of commerce faculty repre-
sentative. Happy Club, which
had not contested for the post
of university GS in five years of
its formation, will contest for
the post this year. 

“We have been taking up
the issue of better facilities for
students, and are represent-
ing students on the issues of
poor performance of the Wi-fi,
problems in hostel buildings,
and rise in fees.” student
leader and commerce faculty
GS, Hitesh Batra said. Re-
cently, the university called a
meeting of the representatives
of the students union. 

“We have asked them to
convince voters in their own
way but not force any student
to vote as it creates tension
and violence in the campus,”
said KS Agarwal, a faculty

MSU Baroda
circumspect as
campus gears

up for students
union polls

IIT-GN flags off
course on ‘Arts in
Society and Culture’
AHMEDABAD: Around 400 ap-
plicants vied for admissions in
the first two-year Master of Arts
in Society and Culture (MASC)
programme flagged off by the
Indian Institute of Technology,
Gandhinagar, in ‘Society and
Culture’, which took off on
Monday. The programme be-
gan with an inaugural lecture
by Tridip Suhrud, Director of
Sabarmati Ashram, on the ‘De-
fence of Innocence’, in which he
spoke about the need for the
moral universe to be au-
tonomous of the political realm
through examples of Ra-
bindaranath Tagore, B R
Ambedkar and Mahatma
Gandhi. The MASC which has
residency requirements for stu-
dents has been started under
the aegis of the Humanities and
Social Sciences(HASS) group at
IIT-GN, with an initial student
intake of 13 which it plans to
raise to 20 by next year. “We re-
ceived around 400 applications
from applicants across India.
We short-listed 250 and post a
round of written test on campus
and an interview, we selected
13. This is the first MA program
launched by the HASS group at
IIT-GN,” said assistant professor
Srinivas Reddy, ENS


