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through a smart grid to create a
city that is livable, workable
and sustainable.

WHAT ARE SMART CITIES?
Smart cities are urban spaces
that are very well-planned, eco-
logically friendly and integrat-
ed with technology. Emphasis
is on the use of information
technology to improve effi-
ciency. The Smart Cities Coun-
cil, an industry-backed group
that promotes the concept in
India, describes them as cities
that leverage data gathered
from smart sensors through a
smart grid to create a city that is
livable, workable and sustaina-
ble.

WHAT’S CHANGED 
WITH GIFT?
GIFT City that was earlier gov-
erned by state government will
now be directly monitored by
the central government as a
project of national importance.
All major decisions will be tak-
en after consultation with the
Union Urban Development
Department (UDD) so that the
project can be completed with-
out hassles. 

According to a highly-
placed source in Urban Devel-
opment Department in GoI,
“The UDD decided to take Gift
City as a model for smart city
last month. A committee com-
prising officials of UDD and
Planning Commission fre-
quently visited Ahmedabad to
study the project and technolo-
gy used to develop it. 

After around three months
of UDD officials looking at the
project from close quarters,
consultation and presentation
by Gift City officials and meet-
ings with Ministry of Finance
and other departments, a final
decision was taken to make it a
model smart city. 

The Gujarat government
has earmarked 886 acres of land
for GIFT project, of which 673
acres is in possession of GIFTL.

Also, memorandum of under-
standing worth Rs 11,700 crore
was signed during Vibrant Guj-
aratGlobal Investment Sum-
mit-2011 with seven agencies.
However, GIFTCL has re-
worked the costs and have
brought it down to Rs 10,000
crore. 

GIFTCL Director R K Jha
confirmed the news and said,
“We had made presentations to
the UDD and concerned offi-
cials from different depart-
ments at meetings that were al-
so attended by ministers. The
presentation had multiple lay-
ers, talking about the advantag-
es of developing smart cities.” 

Jha also added that the offi-
cials were impressed by the pre-
sentation and the kind of tech-
nology being implemented
and planning done at Gift City. 

TECHTONIC SHIFT
The presentation had empha-
sised on Smart Urban Infras-
tructure highlighting water sys-
tems, power, ICT System,
district cooling, domestic gas,
waste management, fire-fight-
ing, utility tunnel. It also talked
about smart transport that in-
cluded traffic management,
parking, area traffic control,
road condition system, real-
time travel response along with
smart streets with digital sig-
nage and streetscape. 

The presentation also high-
lighted things like proactive ur-
ban governance, smart busi-
ness environment, integrated
residential development, retail
and commercial development
along with social infrastructure
like school, college and club 
facilities. 

GIFT of 100 smart
cities begins here

GIFT City was first overseen by Gujarat government
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GIFT City is a Global Financial Hub, one of its kind in the country with
state-of-the-art infrastructure for transacting various international
and domestic services like banking, finance, insurance, information
technology (IT) and information technology enabled service (ITES). It
is coming up with integrated development with commercial, resi-
dential and social infrastructure facilities for a better and high-tech
human habitat. The central business hub expects to generate 5 lakh
direct and 5 lakh indirect jobs within its mammoth infrastructure. 

The project was conceptualised in February 2007 and the compa-
ny -- GIFTCL -- was formed in June 2007. The GIFTCL has decided to de-
velop the entire project in three phases. Phase I consists of 10 million
sq ft, Phase II of 22 mn sq ft and Phase III of 30 mn sq ft.

WHAT IS GIFT CITY?

»PAGE 1A s Fee Regulatory Committee was to re-
vise fee for colleges offering profession-
al courses this year, many colleges de-
manded significant fee hike – up to 30

per cent beginning this academic year. Howev-
er, a systematic analysis of the financial state-
ments and facilities provided by the colleges,
FRC is said to have advised nearly a fourth of
such colleges to slash their fees. 

This is the first time that many colleges of-
fering engineering, pharmacy and other pro-
fessional courses have been advised to reduce
fee. Sources said about 25 per cent of degree en-
gineering colleges have received the advisory. 

Sources said such colleges that charged
high fee but do not have adequate infrastruc-
ture have been asked to roll back a part of their
fee. The committee has written letters to col-

leges informing them about the proposal 
to reduce fees by nearly 10 to 20 per cent, 
said sources. 

For example, Universal College in Ahme-
dabad used to charged Rs 47,000 a year. After
FRC’s audit, it proposed to charge Rs 45,000
from 2014. According to officials at FRC, the
committee had demanded smallest of the de-
tails – faculty strength, infrastructure in the
college like library, laboratory, last few year’s
academic performance and financial audit.

“We have received a letter from FRC and we
will apply to be part of hearing as we believe we
should not be reducing our fees. As per the FRC
letter, we need to apply before September 13 if
we want to go for hearing,” said Janak Khand-
wala, trustee of a degree engineering college. 

An official in FRC said letters and email
have been written to all colleges with proposed
fee structure. “Those who do not accept new
fee proposal can appear for the hearing sched-
uled this month,” said the officials.

Fee committee asks engg,
pharma colleges to cut fee 
Nearly a quarter of the degree colleges may have to slash fee by up to 20 per cent 
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P allav Patankar, director-
HIV Programs of India’s
first registered LGBT
NGO The Humsafar

Trust, will talk on the subject ti-
tled ‘Queer Movement in India:
Rights, Struggles and Activism.’

Patankar will discuss main
issues of the queer movement

and address why open discus-
sion regarding these topics is es-
sential.

INTERACTIVE AND INFORMAL
The session, which is open to
all, will be interactive and infor-
mal followed by Patankar’s pre-
sentation. The institute will al-
so organise another talk on
Gandhi titled ‘From Dandy to
Dandi: Gandhi’s Journey to So-
cial Justice’. 

The talk will be given by Tara
Sethia, Professor of History at
the California State Polytech-
nic University in Pomona. 

The talk will focus on trans-
formative and transforming as-
pects of Gandhi’s journey from
trying to become an English
gentleman to becoming ‘a half-
naked fakir’, resisting the injus-
tices of the British rule and de-
manding from the British com-
plete freedom for Indians. 

IIT-Gn to host LGBT talk
To sensitise students, staff on LGBT issues, IIT-Gn to host discussion on campus at 5 pm 
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