
12TH ACADEMIC ADVISORY COUNCIL
AND 13TH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

IITGN hosted the 12th Academic Advisory Council (AAC) on Jan 10, 2025. 
The prestigious gatherings brought together around 53 distinguished 
academicians, industry leaders and experts from various domains 
globally, who engaged in discussions for shaping the future initiatives of 
the Institute. The 13th Leadership Conclave (LC) of IITGN brought these 
forces together under the same roof on Jan 11, 2025, to deliberate upon 
the Institute’s short, medium and long-term strategic issues.

HIROSHIMA UNIVERSITY DELEGATION AT IITGN 
IITGN hosted a delegation from Hiroshima University, Japan, on Jan 24, 
2025, to explore potential research collaborations and student exchange 
programmes. The visit marks an important step in strengthening 
academic ties between the two institutions. 
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INSTITUTE HIGHLIGHTS

LAUNCH OF GIFT INTERNATIONAL
FINTECH INSTITUTE

Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City), in partnership with 
Ahmedabad University, IITGN and UC San Diego, has launched the GIFT 
International Fintech Institute (GIFT IFI) on  Jan 17, 2025. This space aims 
to cultivate training, research and innovation in the fintech ecosystem. 
The inauguration was done by the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Gujarat, 
Shri Bhupendra Patel, in the presence of dignitaries like Mr Tapan Ray, 
Managing Director and Group CEO, GIFT City;  Ms Mona K Khandhar, 
Principal Secretary, Department of Science and Technology, Government 
of Gujarat; Ms Aarti Mehra, Deputy Country Director, India Resident 
Mission, ADB; Prof Rajat Moona, Director, IITGN; Prof Pankaj Chandra 
Vice Chancellor and Chairman, Board of Management, Ahmedabad 
University; Prof Rajesh Gupta, Interim Dean, School of Computing, 
Information and Data Sciences, Distinguished Professor and HDSI 
Founding Director, among others.

SUPPORT FOR THE INSTITUTE

RITA KUMARI SINHA SCHOLARSHIP AND THE 
SANJAY KUMAR SCHOLARSHIP
Saurya Prakash Sinha, BTech 
2013 batch has established the Rita 
Kumari Sinha Scholarship and the 
Sanjay Kumar Scholarship in honor 
of his parents. The scholarship of 
Rs 1 Lakh each  represents Saurya’s 
endeavor to give back to the institute.

SN GOENKA AND
ELAICHI DEVI GOENKA SCHOLARSHIP
The SN Goenka and Elaichi Devi 
Goenka Scholarship of Rs 1 Lakh has 
been established by Naman Bansal, 
BTech 2016 batch. The scholarship 
honors Naman's teachers, Shri Satya 
Narayan Goenka and Smt Elaichi 
Devi Goenka, whose teachings and 
values have profoundly inspired Naman, providing him with a renewed 
sense of purpose and direction in life.

IITGN STUDENTS AT
76TH REPUBLIC DAY PARADE
Sakshi Sridhar Katkur, BTech, Chemical Engineering and Vedant 
Pradeep Kumbhar, BTech, Mechanical Engineering were selected 
to represent the institute as Special Guests at the 76th Republic Day 
celebrations in New Delhi. Both students are recipients of the PM 
YASASVI (Prime Minister Young Achievers Scholarship Award Scheme).

JAPAN MEETS INDIA’ SUMMIT
IITGN hosted a two-day summit, ‘Japan Meets India,’ on Mar 20-21, 2025, 
to foster academic and research partnerships with leading Japanese 
Universities and Industries. The summit received a very good response 

with distinguished faculty members from seven Japanese universities, 
Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Japan External 
Trade Organisation (JETRO) delegations, Industry representatives, along 
with the DST officials joining this event. 

TAIWAN DAY 
IITGN hosted the Taiwan Day on Mar 29, 2025 bringing together 
corporate representatives from prominent Taiwanese companies to 
explore collaboration opportunities with the institute. A Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) was signed between IITGN and the Taiwan 
Chamber of Commerce in Maharashtra (TCCMW) for collaboration 
in industrial research, technology development, innovation, hiring, 
internships and talent development. 

https://www.iitgn.ac.in/
http://www.iitgn.ac.in


ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SURENDRA AND 
JAYSHREE SHETH ENDOWMENT

In recognition of the generous contributions made by Dr Surendra 
Surendra C Sheth and Mrs Jayshree S Sheth, the lecture halls in Academic 
Building 1 (101 & 102) were renamed as the Surendra C Sheth and the 
Jayshree S Sheth Learning Theatre on Jan 29, 2025. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF 
SINGHESWARI AND RAM KRISHNA JHA CHAIR
The Singheswari and Ram Krishna Jha 
Chair has been established with the 
generous support of Mr Jagdish Jha and 
Mrs Seema Jha to support educational and 
research excellence at IITGN. This faculty 
chair has been established in honor of Mr 
Jha’s parents.

MoU WITH UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA SAN DIEGO, USA
IITGN and University of California San Diego, USA 
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 
Jan 28, 2025. The agreement aims to foster student and 
staff exchange programmes, strengthening inter-institute 
research and collaborations.

MoU WITH CANARA BANK
IIEC at IITGN signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Canara 
Bank on Jan 28, 2025. Aimed to foster innovation, entrepreneurship, 

and knowledge-sharing in the entrepreneurial 
ecosystem, the collaboration is a promising step 
towards strengthening the proliferation of the 
startups incubated at IIEC by leveraging Canara Bank’s extensive industry 
and client network, and vice versa. 

MoU WITH TATA ELECTRONICS PVT LTD
IITGN and Tata Electronics Private Limited entered 
into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on 
Mar 5, 2025. The agreement aims to collaborate on 
the research and development in semiconductor 
manufacturing and education and training of IITGN students.

MoU WITH GUJARAT ENERGY RESEARCH AND 
MANAGEMENT INSTITUTE
IITGN and Gujarat Energy Research and Management 
Institute entered into a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) on Jan 31, 2025. The objective of this collaboration 
is to provide a formal basis for initiating interaction 
between GERMI and IITGN and to promote joint research.

MoU WITH UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE,UK
IITGN entered into a collaboration agreement 
to work together on an Arcadia funded research 
project entitled ‘Mapping Archaeological 
Heritage in South Asia (MAHSA)’ project on Jan 29, 2025.

MoU WITH SIAM UNIVERSITY
IITGN and SIAM University entered into a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) on Mar 24, 2025 to develop 
academic, research and scientific cooperation on a 
reciprocal basis for  the benefit of the two Institutions 
and of the individual researchers and students. 

CSR SUPPORT
IITGN has received CSR support during the months of Jan-Mar 2025 
from Truetzschler India Private Limited, Inspiron Engineering Limited, 
Dholera Industrial City Development Limited and Milacron India Pvt Ltd.

FACULTY NEWS
 
FACULTY’S ACHIEVEMENTS

	● Prof MD Srinivas received the Padma Shri 
for his outstanding contributions to science, 
technology,  and insightful studies of Indian 
society.

	● Prof Yogesh Kumar Meena,  Assistant 
Professor, Computer Science and 
Engineering, received the Distinguished 
Alumnus Award by ABV-IIITM Gwalior 

	● Prof Anirban Mondal, Assistant Professor, 
Chemistry received the prestigious 
Humboldt Research Fellowship for 
Experienced Researchers.

PATENTS GRANTED
	● Fluorophores and a Process for their 

Synthesis: Inventors include Prof Sriram 
Kanvah Gundimeda, Deepmala Singh and 

Soppina Virupakshi. The patent number is: 
562690.

	● Sensor for Ammonia Gas Detection and 
a Method for Manufacturing the Sensor: 
Inventors include Prof Rupak Banerjee, 
Tufan Paul, Avishek Maity and Adit Sahoo. 
The patent number is: 562981.

PATENTS FILED
	● A System and Method for Super-

Resolution Ultrasound Reconstruction with 
Representation Learning on Sparse Data: 
Inventors Include Ruchika Dhawan, Mihir 
Agarwal, Shreyans Jain, Ruparel Hrriday 
Viraj and Prof Himanshu Shekhar.

	● Surface-Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy 
Substrate and a Process  for its Preparation: 
Inventors include Prof Saumyakanti 
Khatua and Gayatri Joshi.

	● A Topical Formulation and a Process for its 
Preparation: Inventors include Prof Mukesh 

Dhanka, Hitasha Vithalani, Garima Gupta 
and Harshil Dave.

	● Papaverine Loaded Berberine Microcrystals 
and a Process for their Preparation: 
Inventors include Prof Mukesh Dhanka, 
Sebika Panja, Rishi Suri, Shreyash 
Balchandra Apotikar, and Aniruddha Dan. 

	● A Hydrogel Formulation and a Process for 
Its Preparation: Inventors include Prof 
Mukesh Dhanka, Prasanna Kumari Barani, 
Dr Indu Yadav and Aniruddha Dan.

	● An Emulgel and a Process for its Preparation: 
Inventors include Prof Prachi Thareja and 
Panchami Patel.

SPONSORED AND CONSULTANCY 
PROJECTS
Please follow this link: https://
iitgn.ac.in/newsletter/projects/
q1_2025 or scan the QR code for 
the list of projects.

NEW FACULTY 
Name Designation Discipline PhD/Last Degree Date of Joining

Dr Madhu Gupta Assistant Teaching Professor Mathematics University of Texas at Arlington, USA Jan 2, 2025

Dr Malay N Dhamelia Assistant Professor Humanities & Social Sciences IIT Bombay Feb 5, 2025

Dr Paolo Biagi Scholar-in-Residence Earth Sciences London University Institute of Archaeology, UK Feb 10, 2025

https://iitgn.ac.in/newsletter/projects/q1_2025
https://iitgn.ac.in/newsletter/projects/q1_2025
https://iitgn.ac.in/newsletter/projects/q1_2025


ACTIVITIES AT IITGN

CURIOSITY CARNIVAL
AND CONCLAVE
The Curiosity Conference and Carnival was 
hosted on Jan 18-19, 2025, and was organised 
by IITGN’s Curiosity Lab, in collaboration 
with the Center for Curiosity, Art@IITGN, and 
the Social Action and Policy Lab. The event 
featured keynote talks, panel discussions, 
poster presentations etc, and witnessed the 
participation of around 3500 students from 
schools in and around Gandhinagar. 

SATELLITE EVENT OF PANIIT 
WORLD OF TECHNOLOGY 
(PIWOT) 2025
IITGN hosted the satellite event of the 
prestigious PanIIT World of Technology 
(PIWOT) 2025 on Jan 21, 2025, bringing together 
100+ prominent industrialists. The event served 
as a platform for innovation, collaboration, and 
discussions on the role of technology in shaping 
the future. 

NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY 
2020: PERSPECTIVES AND BEST 
PRACTICES
IITGN organised a high-impact meeting on 
‘National Education Policy 2020: Perspectives 
and Best Practices’ on Jan 18, 2025 aimed 
at supporting Gujarat’s state universities 
in effectively implementing NEP 2020. The 
meeting had 16 attendees including Prof 
Nithin George, Dean, Academic Affairs, IITGN, 
representatives from the Commissionerate of 
Technical Education, Government of Gujarat, 
and participants from the various universities 
from Gujarat.

76TH REPUBLIC DAY 
CELEBRATION 
The IITGN community celebrated the 76th 
Republic Day on Jan 26, 2025, with great 
patriotic fervour. The Faculty Excellence 
Awards were conferred to Prof Nipun Batra 
for Excellence in Teaching, Prof Arpan 
Bhattacharya for Excellence in Research, Prof 
Bhaskar Datta for Excellence in Institution 
Building, and Prof Dhiraj Bhatia for Excellence 
in Outreach Activities. The Institute felicitated 
the following community members with 
Campus Development Awards for the year 
2024-25:  Ms Somiben Thakor, Ms Vilashben 
Thakor, Mr Hemant Ghodiya, Mr Mangeshkar 
Karade, Mr Raval Devendrakumar and Mr 
Thakor Kanaji Chanduji. The Staff Excellence 
Awards were given to: Mr Harshad Mandalia, 
Mr Jay Thakkar, Mr Vijay Kumar Meena, Ms 

Parulben P Christian, Mr Dilip Kashyap, Mr 
Deepak Agnihotri, Mr Ashish Kumar Pandey, 
Mr Virendrasinh Chavda, Mr Harish Thapa, 
Mr Nilesh Bihola, Mr Jitendra Piwal and Ms 
Neeruben Gurjar. The best poster award was 
also distributed to acknowledge the creativity 
and academic efforts of the students. The 
Institute released a book titled IITGN in News- a 
compilation of all the significant news about the 
Institute covered by media houses during 2024.

3RD EDITION OF 30-30 EKLAVYA 
ONLINE PROGRAMME
The Central Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) and the Centre for Creative Learning 
(CCL) at IITGN organised the third edition of the 
3030 Eklavya Online Programme – an initiative 
aimed to simplify complex concepts, ignite 
curiosity, and inspire creativity in students and 
teachers. 

VACUUM DAY 
IITGN, in partnership with Pfeiffer Vacuum, 
organised ‘Vacuum Day’ on Feb 7, 2025. The 
event emphasised on the importance of vacuum 
technology, comprising theoretical lectures 
and practical demonstrations. 100 participants 
across educational institutions in Gujarat 
participated in the event.

BOEING UNIVERSITY 
INNOVATION LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT (BUILD) 
IIEC at IITGN in collaboration with Boeing held 
the Boeing University Innovation Leadership 
Development (BUILD) to facilitate a student-to-
start-up community, helping young minds of 
today to develop breakthrough ideas in India, 
for India, and for the world. 

COLAB 2025
IITGN hosted the second edition of CoLab, 
its annual Industry Open House event, on 
Feb 22, 2025. Aimed at fostering sustainable 
collaborations between industry and academia, 
the event attracted more than 246 industry 
professionals from across the country, creating 
an exciting platform for knowledge exchange 
and innovation. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE DAY 2025
IITGN celebrated the National Science Day 2025 
on Feb 28, 2025, marking the anniversary of the 
discovery of the Raman Effect, and promoting 
a spirit of scientific inquiry across the nation. 
The event attracted more than 500 school 
students from Gandhinagar and surrounding 
areas, infusing the campus with infectious 
enthusiasm. 

CAMP FOR EMPOWERMENT OF 
PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
IITGN in partnership with the Spark Minda 
Foundation hosted a comprehensive Camp for 
Empowerment of People with Disabilities from 
Mar 5-9, 2025. The initiative aims to empower 
divyangjans by providing accessible and 
assistive aids such as artificial limbs, walkers, 
crutches, hand sticks, and support for disability 
certificates, among other services. 

VIRASAT 2025

IITGN hosted Virasat 2025 - a SPIC MACAY 
event, organised by the SPIC MACAY Heritage 
Club at IITGN, from Mar 22 - 30, 2025. As 
part of this initiative, a series of concerts and 
workshops were organised, including the 
performances of Vidushi A Kanyakumari, Dr 
Kaluram Bamniya, Pandit Ulhas Kashalkar, 
Pandit Hariprasad Chaurasia and Vidushi 
Ashwini Bhide Deshpande. 

HACK THE FUTURE 2025
IITGN hosted the ‘Hack The Future – 
Innovating Intelligent Data Insights’, a 36-hour 
national hackathon designed to explore the 
transformative power of data for addressing 
societal challenges, from Mar 21-23, 2025. Held 
as a collaborative venture between the Ministry 
of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI) and the IITGN Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship Center (IIEC), this hackathon 
brought together 19 student teams from among 
1,000 applicants from across the country.

INDO-THAILAND WORKSHOP 
ON AI-DRIVEN INNOVATIONS
IITGN hosted the 
I n d o - T h a i l a n d 
Workshop on AI-
Driven Innovations 
(AIDI) from Mar 24-
28, 2025. This five-
day international 
workshop aimed to 
promote knowledge 
exchange in the 
rapidly advancing 
field of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and was 
attended by students from several prestigious 
universities across Thailand.

Name Designation Discipline PhD/Last Degree Date of Joining

Dr Shubhangi Shamsundar 
Bansude Assistant Professor Grade II Mechanical Engineering University of Connecticut, USA Mar 18, 2025

Dr Vaibhav Tripathi Assistant Professor Grade II Cognitive and Brain Sciences Boston University, USA Mar 18, 2025

Dr Sumit Sunil Tambe Assistant Professor Grade II Mechanical Engineering Delft University of Technology, The Netherlands Mar 18, 2025



WORKSHOPS
	● Mathematics Teacher Orientation Camp (MTOC) 2025 

by IITGN on Jan 13-17,2025
	● Photonics for Energy, Sensing, and Education 

Workshop by IITGN on Jan 6-17,2025
	● cNarmada: Stakeholders' Meet by IITGN on Mar 2-3, 

2025
	● IITGN Flavour Physics Week: Exploring Quark and 

Lepton Frontiers on Mar 3-9, 2025
	● Workshop on Prosthetics Technology by IITGN and 

Spark Minda Foundation  on Mar 8-9, 2025
	● Advances in Neuro Rehabilitation and Assistive 

Technologies: Workshop on BCI-Driven Stroke 
Rehabilitation by IITGN and Ulster University on Mar 
10- 11,2025

	● ARPIT Workshop & The Mathematics of Card Magic 
by IITGN on Mar 14-16, 2025

	● Workshop on Paradigms for beyond 5G 
communication by IITGN on Mar 24, 2025

	● Indo-Thailand Workshop on AI- Driven Innovations 
(AIDI) by IITGN on Mar 24-28, 2025

	● Workshop on CAD/CAM Integration with CNC 
Machines at IITGN on Mar 24-28, 2025

	● EAGE Workshop on Carbon Capture and Storage 
(CCS) in Basalts’ on Feb 3-4, 2025

LECTURES AND
SHORT COURSES
Follow this link: https://events.iitgn.ac.in/ 
or scan the QR code to see the lectures and 
short courses at IITGN.

STUDENTS AND STAFF

STUDENTS ACHIEVEMENTS
	● Akash Chandra, PhD Scholar, Biological 

Sciences and Engineering, was awarded 
the CIRE Award from the Committee for 
International Research and Education 
(CIRE) of the Acoustical Society of America 
(ASA)

	● Haritha D, PhD Scholar, Chemistry, was 
awarded the prestigious Wenner-Gren 
Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship

	● Prathamesh P Shanbhag, Gautham Bharati 
and Palak Gupta, MTech, AI along with 
Husain Malwat, BTech Dual Majors (EE & 
CSE) have been awarded with the IndiaAI 
Fellowship

	● Dr Sumit Nandi, Post-Doctoral Fellow, Civil 
Engineering; Keshav Bansal, BTech, Civil 
Engineering; Vibhash Bhushan, BTech, 
Chemical Engineering along with Prof 
Sushobhan Sen, Assistant Professor, Civil 
Engineering have received the best paper 
award in the category of ‘Urban Planning 
and Development’ at the American Society 

of Civil Engineers (ASCE) India Section 
Northern Region Conference on Challenges 
and Innovations in Sustainable Smart Cities 
(CISSC 2025)

	● The Maker Bhavan team, led by Aniruddh 
Mali along with Dharmesh Makvana, Divij 
Yadav and Shaury Patel won the Silver 
Medal in the Education category at Maker 
Fest Vadodara 2025

	● Soumyaratna Debnath, MTech, CSE has 
received the Nanyang President’s Graduate 
Scholarship (NPGS), NTU Singapore 

	● Sreejith Nair, PhD Scholar, Physics and 
Himanshu Beniwal, PhD Scholar, CSE have 
been awarded the Fulbright-Nehru Doctoral 
Research Fellowship 2025-26

	● Srijeeth Nair, PhD Scholar, Physics has 
secured the Raman–Charpak Fellowship 
2024-25

	● Jagruti M Patil, PhD scholar, Biological 
Sciences and Engineering, won the Best 
Poster Award in Biomedical, Biological and 
Agricultural Sciences category at Annual 
PMRF Symposium, IIT Hyderabad

BLITHCHRON 2025 

Blithchron 2025, the annual cultural festival 
of IITGN, was organised on Feb 14-16, 2025. 
The event witnessed an exciting lineup of 
events including gaming battles, street plays, 
impromptu street dance competition, to music 
performances by various artists and stand up 
comedy.

TEDX 2025
TEDxIITGandhinagar 2025, held on March 23, 
2025 was themed ‘The Cosmos Within.’ This event 
explored the profound connection between the 
universe and the human spirit featuring an 
eclectic mix of speakers from diverse domains, 
the talks delved into inspiring journeys of 
triumphs and setbacks.
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ART@IITGN FILM FESTIVAL
IITGN in partnership with MUBI and Alliance 
Française, Ahmedabad, organised the second 
edition of the Art@IITGN Film Festival, from 
March 29-31, 2025. Programmed by Don 
Palathara, Artist-in-Residence the festival 
showcased a diverse lineup of international 
cinema and classics, independent Indian 
features, and critically acclaimed shorts, along 
with a series of masterclasses, panel discussions, 
and interactive sessions with prominent 
filmmakers and creative professionals. 

ACTIVITIES BY NYASA
Nyasa, a community outreach programme of 

IITGN, conducted several impactful initiatives 
like the Sanjeevani Health Camp, Chetana 7.0, 
etc. A donation drive on Feb 8, 2025 was held 
to distribute clothes, footwear, and bags to 
construction and contractual workers. The 
Akanksha programme supported 5th-grade 
students from Basan and Palaj in preparing 
for scholarship exams like JNVST and NMMS. 
Additionally, Nyasa organised a special birthday 
celebration for children without known birth 
dates.

UPDATES BY NEEV
NEEV, a community outreach programme of 
IITGN, as a part of International Women's Day 

celebrations organised a ‘Mahila Haat’ wherein 
women from local villages put up stalls of 
food, handicraft, apparel, jewelry etc. on Mar 
7, 2025 at IITGN campus. Excellence awards 
were also given to four women alumni of NEEV 
to honor their achievements in transforming 
their skills into sustainable income generation. 
Certificates were also distributed to 64 women 
from Dabhoda village who recently finished 
stitching and beautician courses conducted by 
NEEV in partnership with Desai Foundation and 
Milacron India Pvt Ltd. A session on ‘Nutrition 
and Wellness for Women’ was conducted by 
resource persons from Indian Institute of Public 
Health Gandhinagar, on the occasion as well.

SPORTS

HALLABOL
IITGN organised Hallabol from Jan 27- Feb 9, 2025 with over 1000 students 
from the student community participating. The sports fest had  13 sports 
including futsal, gully cricket, lagori and tug-of-war, etc. 

AARAMBH
The second edition of the Annual Staff Sports Competition, Aarambh 2025 
was organised by the Staff Development Cell on Mar 4-8, 2025. The event 

featured a plethora of sports and activities, including treasure hunt, 7 
stones, kho-kho, badminton, gully cricket and dodgeball. Around 144 staff 
members participated in the event.

SPORTS LEAGUES 
In February and March, IITGN Sports hosted multiple sports leagues 
like  League of Football Players; Cricket Combat League; Srija Memorial 
League(Volleyball); Institute Basketball League; Squash Premier League; 
Lawn Tennis Masters League; Kautilya Chess League; and Badminton 
Super League which saw huge participation from the IITGN community.

https://events.iitgn.ac.in/

