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Welcome!
The Indian Institute
of Technology
Gandhinagar
welcomes all
international
students on campus.
This International
Student Handbook
will serve as your
go-to “Survival
Guide” for all things
at IITGN.
We hope you have a
fulfilling stay!

About Gandhinagar City
Location
IIT Gandhinagar is situated in the capital city of the expansive state of Gujarat, an integral part of Western India. The greenest capital of India,
Gandhinagar, is known for its serenity and is laden with a plethora of tourist spots which will make your stay a memorable one.

Weather
Gandhinagar has a tropical wet and dry climate with three main seasons: summer,
monsoon and winter. The climate is generally dry and hot outside of the monsoon
season. The weather is hot to severely hot from March to June when the maximum
temperature stays in the range of 36 to 42 °C (97 to 108 °F), and the minimum in the
range of 19 to 27 °C (66 to 81 °F). It is pleasant in the winter days and chilly at night
during December to February. The average annual rainfall is around 803.4 mm (31.63
in).

Culture
Gandhinagar boasts of a rich cultural heritage, with several historical sites such as the
internationally famous non-sectarian Adalaj Trimandir & the Swaminarayan
Akshardham Temples. Indroda Nature Park, world’s second largest dinosaur eggs
hatchery, is tailor made for nature lovers. The park inhabits innumerable species of
reptiles, birds, massive skeletons of sea mammals, an amphitheatre, and a zoo. The
city also hosts several Information Technology companies and has several IT hubs.

Language
The locals in Gandhinagar mainly speak Hindi, Gujarati, and English.

About the Campus
History
IIT Gandhinagar was founded in 2008 and is located in Palaj, Gandhinagar, Gujarat. It has a 400-acre campus on the banks of the river Sabarmati.
Gandhinagar lies in close proximity to Ahmedabad, one of the oldest living cities in India, known both for a rich cultural past as well as state-of-theart infrastructure, thriving industries, and many modern amenities.

Mission
The Indian Institute of Technology
Gandhinagar strives to offer the best
undergraduate and graduate
education in India with unmatched
innovations in curriculum. The
institute promotes critical thinking
and an appreciation of the
interdisciplinary character of
knowledge, with an emphasis on the
liberal arts, project oriented
learning, compulsory courses in
design and the life sciences, diversity
and globalization.
IIT Gandhinagar is committed to
promoting excellence in science and
technology, humanities and social
sciences. The institute promotes
interdisciplinary research and
education to develop rounded and
nuanced minds.

Director IITGN, Sudhir Jain, interacting with international students.

Connectivity
Nearest International Airport
Sardar Vallabhai Patel International Airport (approx. 22 km)

Nearest Railway Station
Ahmedabad Junction Railway Station (approx. 30km)

Getting there
From the Airport
Prepaid taxi-cabs are the easiest way to arrive on campus. These
generally cost around INR 300-500, and take about an hour. Students can
make use of mobile apps such as Uber to pre-book taxi-cabs.
From the Railway Station

Option 1:
Pre-booked taxi-cabs can be availed from the Railway station. A single
trip might cost around INR 300-500 and take about an hour. Mobile apps
such as Uber can be used to pre-book taxi-cabs.

Option 2:
Students can choose to utilise the Institute’s shuttle service operating
from the old IIT campus (VGEC campus) at Chandkheda (outskirts of
Ahmedabad city) to the permanent campus at Palaj (in Gandhinagar city).
However, it is ideal to use this option once the student has some
familiarity with public transport in the city.

Any of the following options can be chosen to arrive at the VGEC campus (Chandkheda):
1. Take BRTS bus no. 7 from outside Ahmedabad Junction railway station up to VGEC College (INR 20).
2. Take AMTS Bus no. 89/3 from outside Ahmedabad Junction railway station up to Visat junction (INR 11). From Visat Junction take a threewheeler auto-rickshaw to VGEC College (INR 5-10).
3. Take a shared auto-rickshaw from outside Ahmedabad Junction railway station up to Visat Junction (INR 20). From Visat junction, take an
auto-rickshaw to VGEC College (INR 5-10).
4. Take a private auto-rickshaw outside Ahmedabad Junction railway station to VGEC College (INR 100-150).

Once you arrive at VGEC College, you can avail the Institute’s shuttle service as per the following schedule.
Weekdays (Monday to Friday)
VGEC Campus to Permanent IITGN Campus:
07:15 AM

09:00 AM

02:45 PM

06:00 PM

07:30 PM

10:30 PM

Weekends (Saturday and Sunday)
VGEC Campus to Permanent IITGN Campus:
07:15 AM

09:00 AM

11:45 AM

02:45 PM

06:00 PM

08:15 PM

10:30 PM

Arrival Formalities
Step 1: Hostel Check-in
On-campus accommodation is provided by the Student Affairs Team. The team prepares documents for incoming International Students prior to their
arrival. Each student is allotted a room in one of the hostels on Campus, and provided basic furniture such as a bed, mattress, study table and chair,
and a wardrobe cabinet. International students should check into the allotted rooms early upon their arrival.

Step 2: Email access and WiFi
Regular Admission
During the time of pre-registration and orientation, your information will be collected and subsequently an email will be sent out from the computer
centre with all the credentials.
Short term visits/internships (Visa duration less than 180 days)
Your supervisor will have to raise a ticket on the online Institute Management System (IMS) requesting for Email ID and WiFi. For any queries related
to email id & Internet login passwords write to Mr. Sudeep N. Banerjee (snbanerjee@iitgn.ac.in) at the Computer Centre.

Step 3: Student Affairs Formalities
The Student Affairs team on campus helps students ease into the registration process. The student is expected to carry out a few steps on their own
and receive assistance for the rest.
Step 3.1:
FRRO Registration

For all Overseas Nationals and Overseas Citizens of India (stay duration 180+ days)
After hostel check-in, students should register on the Foreigner Regional Registration Office (FRRO) portal
(https://indianfrro.gov.in/eservices/home.jsp). FRRO registration must be completed within 24 hours of arriving in India. Assistance with FRRO
registration can be sought at the Student Affairs Office (Academic Block 3, Room 102).

Step 3.2:
Collect documents from Academic Office

For all Student Visa holders (180+ days)
Visit the Academic Office (Academic Block 3, Room 101) and obtain the following documents:
1. Bona fide Certificate as per FRRO format
2. Proof of fee payment (In case the student is waived of fee payment, or in case the student receives funding from an external organisation,
this document is not required.)
Step 3.3:
Complete Form S (Institutional Record)

For all Overseas Nationals and Overseas Citizens of India, including those on short term visits
Use your Supervisor’s help to fill up “Form S” from the FRRO Portal (https://indianfrro.gov.in/eservices/home.jsp). Long-term students are expected
to submit “Form S” once every subsequent quarter. Assistance with Form S can be sought at the Student Affairs Office (Academic Block 3, Room 102).

Step 3.4:
Complete Form C (Government Record)

For all Overseas Nationals and Overseas Citizens of India who will reside in IITGn hostels
The Student Affairs office will have sent an email with a Google form asking for your details to complete “Form C” of the FRRO registration. Visit the
Student Affairs office (Academic Block 3, Room 102) with the following documents:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

original transcripts
original degree certificates
other educational qualification documents
personal identification documents (passport and visa)
passport-size photos
flight tickets
bona fide certificate
fee payment receipt/ proof of external funding (if applicable)

Form C must also be completed within 24 hours of arriving in India. After completion, Form C need not be updated throughout the student’s stay, until
24 hours before the student’s departure from campus.

Step 4: Institute ID Card
Regular Admission
During the orientation program, your details will be processed and you will be intimated once the ID card is ready. Mr. Gaurav Shukla
(gaurav.shukla@iitgn.ac.in) can be contacted for requests regarding ID cards.
Short term visits/internships (Visa duration less than 180 days)
Contact Mr. Gaurav Shukla (gaurav.shukla@iitgn.ac.in) along with a soft copy of your photograph. The ID card should be prepared within 2-3 days.
You will receive an email notification once it is ready.

Step 5: Library membership
Students who possess an Institute ID card can make use of the Library (Academic Block 3). Upon their first visit, they can register at the reception
with their ID Card and one passport-sized photograph. Any related queries can be directed to Mr. Tapas Das (tkdas@iitgn.ac.in). General queries
regarding the Library and its services can be directed to libraryservices@iitgn.ac.in and Mr. T S Kumbar (librarian@iitgn.ac.in).

Step 6: Institute Management System (IMS)
Only for Student Visa holders (180+ days)
IMS is an online portal for maintaining your Academic and Personal record for the duration of the stay.
Regular Admissions
At the time of pre-registration, the student’s information will be collected and the computer centre will email subsequently the student with all the
credentials.
Project Assistants
After procuring the ID Card, Email Access and Wifi, the Research and Development (R&D) office will send the application to IMS Support along with
the credentials to create an IMS account.

Step 7 (optional): Bank Account
Students might opt for opening a bank account with Canara Bank’s IIT Gandhinagar branch on campus. Details about opening an account can be
sought at the Bank’s office located in (Academic Block 4, Room 102).

You’re all set!

On-campus facilities
Hostel Accommodation
IIT Gandhinagar has centrally air-conditioned hostels. IIT
Gandhinagar believes in ownership of campus by the students,
all hostels are managed by students through the hostel
maintenance committee. These hostels have a number of
conveniences and facilities including convenience shops and
eateries, a mini library with a reading room, laundry facilities,
students lounge with a snooker table music room, art room,
common rooms and sports courts.

In each hostel, a resident caretaker follows up on all routine maintenance
issues, and the warden is ultimately responsible for hostel administration.
Each student is issued basic furniture including chair, study table, cot and
mattress at the beginning of the academic year. In addition, there are
pantries in each floor of the hostels which have refrigerators, microwave
ovens and induction stoves.

Dispensary
Qualified medical practitioners along with one physiotherapist are available at the institute to provide medical care and adv ice to students, staff
and faculty. The Institute dispensary also has basic physiotherapy equipment and a trained assistant. Hospitalization expenses of all students
are covered under a medical insurance policy that covers medical costs up to INR 50,000. Trained male nurses are available full-time to provide
emergency first-aid and for routine medical services. The dispensary remains open from Monday to Sunday.
In case of an emergency one can call the health secretary or health committee members. Their contact details are provided in the notice boards of
all hostels. In case of a major injury, IITGn has a 24*7 ambulance that transports students to the on-campus dispensary. The contact details of the
drivers are provided on the notice board of all hostels.
Location: 30/103, Faculty and Staff Housing, IITGn
Medical kit for minor injuries are available at Sports fields, Gymnasium and with Security guards of each hostel. The Institu te has agreement
with the eight known hospitals of Gandhinagar/Ahmedabad that admit IITGN students without any advance deposit. Hos pitalization expenses of
all students are covered under a medical insurance policy (as per the terms of the policy). A 24x7 ambulance is also available on to transport
students to hospitals during medical emergencies.

Salon
Midas touch is a unisex hair salon in the hostel premises. The salon also provides additional grooming services. The salon operates from 10:30
am to 7:00 pm (Monday to Friday except Tuesday) and 10:00 am to 8:00 pm (Saturday & Sunday) .

Food and beverage
IIT Gandhinagar mess halls
The mess halls serve nutritious food throughout the year. Hygiene and cleanliness within
the mess premises is well taken care of to make sure the students have a healthy
environment to have their meals. We have been successful in creating curiosity among
students to visit the mess regularly by serving special dishes often. IIT Gandhinagar mess
also serves Jain food (vegetarian; without onion, garlic) to students with dietary

restrictions. IIT Gandhinagar was declared by the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) as the first and only "Eat Right Campus"
in India with a 5-star rating and "Exemplary" category.
Hostel Canteens
Tea post
The Tea post outlet on campus has a relaxed environment and serves great tea and light snacks. The outlet also offers a variety of hot and cold
beverages, and continental and Indian snacks. The outlet is open on all days from 11:00 am to 3:00 am (late night).
Anytime fast food
Anytime Fast Food is a vegetarian canteen that, along with Indian dishes, serves non-Indian dishes with an Indian spin. The outlet is open on all
days from 3:00 pm to 2:00 am (late night).
Mahavir healthy food
This shop serves juices, milk shakes and ice creams. The Oreo shake is a cult
favourite. The outlet is open on all days from 11:00 am to 12:00 am (midnight)
[except Wednesday 6:00 pm to 12:00 am (midnight)].
Academic area canteens
Aadhya Canteen
This store offers food items Indian and Continental food items.
Location: Academic Block 8.
2 Degree Café
This store offers food items Indian and Continental food items.
Location: Academic Block 1.

Hostel Stores
Amul Store
The Amul store, located just outside the mess, serves ice creams, milk shakes, chocolates and
other dairy products. The store remains open from 10:00 am to 10:00 pm on all days.
JK Grocery store
JK Grocery store is a convenience shop, which provides fruits, vegetables, general grocery and
frozen items. The store remains open from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and 4:00 pm to 10:00 pm on all days.
Krupa Generals
Krupa General Store is another convenience shop, which provides stationery, printing facilities and
other items for personal use. The store remains open from 11:00 am to 8:00 pm on all days (except
Saturday).

Reprography Shop
This store offers daily use products such as soaps and deodorants to stationery items. Photocopying and A4 printing services can also be availed
here at nominal prices.

Laundry Service
Each hostel has been allotted a particular day to get clothes tagged for washing each
week. The Tagging and Laundry drop-off and pick up schedules vary as per the allotted
hostel. They can be requested at the Student Affairs office (Academic Block 3, Room 102).

Maintenance Services
For all maintenance issues related to plumbing, masonry, carpentry etc. students can
use the online portal: http://maintenance.iitgn.ac.in/

Counselling Services
The mental well-being of students is of utmost importance to the Institute. In any form of
mental or emotional distress, students can contact Counselling services at
cservices@iitgn.ac.in.

Around IIT Gandhinagar
Infocity
Around 8 km away by car and accessible by the Institute bus shuttle services, Infocity is a hub of restaurants, cafes and eating joints that serve food
from a wide range of cuisines. Infocity also has several shops that sell household and daily use items.

Malls
R-World INOX
Location: CHH Road, Sector 21, Gandhinagar
Distance from IITGn: 8.8 km
4D Square Mall
Location: Sarkhej- Gandhinagar Highway, Motera
Distance from IITGn: 19.4 km
Shree Balaji Agora Mall
Location: 200 ft S.P.Ring Road, Motera, Ahmedabad
Distance from IITGn: 16.6 km
Reliance World Shopping Mall
Location: CHH Road, Sector 21
Distance from IITGn: 8.7 km

Parks
Sarita Udyan
Situated in Sector 9, this is a major park situated in Gandhinagar. Located on the banks of Sabarmati, it is the preferred choice for picnickers. It
caters to people of all age groups. An added attraction is the deer park located in the vicinity.
Location: Sector 9, Gandhinagar

Distance from IITGn: 11.5 km
Price: Free
Dinosaur and Fossil Park
Set up by the Geological Survey of India, the park houses eggs and fossils from the world’s third largest excavation site and second largest hatchery
located at Balasinor, Gujarat. It is the country’s only dinosaur museum.
Location: Nature Park Walk, Indroda
Distance from IITGn: 10.6km
Price: INR 10 to INR 20/person
Indroda Nature Park
Indroda Nature Park (INP) is spread over an area of about 400 ha in Gandhinagar. The Park is divided into two parts on the banks of river Sabarmati.
The western part is known as Indroda Nature Park and the eastern part of the river Sabarmati is known as Wilderness Park.
Location: GEER Foundation, Indroda village, J Village
Distance from IITGn: 10.4 km
Price: INR 30/person
Swarnim Park
Covering an area of about 40 hectares, the park was developed by the Govt. of Gujarat. Envisioned as a grand boulevard - the focal point of the city,
the park is equipped by an extensive pedestrian network and landscaped areas making it a large public space for people to unwind.
Location: Sector 12B, Gandhinagar
Distance from IITGn: 12.8 km
Price: Free

Temples
Swaminarayan Akshardham temple
A spiritual and cultural campus devoted to devotion, education and unification. The temple is a tribute to Bhagwan Swaminarayan( 1781-1830 CE).
Set in a 23 acre site, the campus consists of a majestic mandir, sprawling gardens and exhibition centres.
Location: Sector 20, 'J' Road, Gandhinagar
Distance from IITGn: 10.1 km

Adalaj Trimandir
Located in the village of Adalaj on the Ahmedabad-Kalol Highway. Covering an area of 40,175 sq.ft, the temple consists of a lush garden with
fountains, informative musuem and a mini theatre. The temple houses the idols of Gods of Jainism, Vaishnavism and Shaivism.
Location: Ahmedamad-Kalol Highway, Adalaj, Gandhinagar
Distance from IITGn: 16.2 km

Places of Interest around IITGn
Adalaj Stepwell
The stepwell or ‘vav’ was built in the year 1498 by the Vaghela dynasty. These stepwells were once integral to the semi-arid regions of Gujarat, as
they provided water for drinking, washing and bathing. These wells were also venues for colourful festivals and sacred rituals.
Built in sandstone in the Solanki architectural style, the Adalaj stepwell is five stories deep. It is octagonal in plan at the top, built on intricately
carved large number of pillars.
Location: Adalaj, Gujarat
Distance from IITGn: 16.7 km
Sabarmati Ashram
Located on the banks of the river Sabarmati in the Sabarmati suburb of Ahmedabad, the Ashram was one of the residences of Mahatma Gandhi and
his wife Kasturba. It was from his base here that Gandhi led the Dandi march also known as the Salt Satyagraha on 12 March 1930. In recognition of
the significant influence that this march had on the Indian independence movement the Indian government has established the ashram as a national
monument.
The ashram consists of a musuem and hosts many walking tours.
Location: Ashram Road, Sabarmati, Ahmedabad
Distance from IITGn: 25.3 km
Hours: 8.00 am to 7.00 pm
Price: No fee
Riverfront Park
The park is envisaged as an extension of Gandhiji’s Sabarmati Ashram,
across the river, providing a serene and contemplative backdrop to the
Ashram and maximising this vista. Simultaneously, it also compensates
the much need of park for Shahibaug-Dudheshwar neighbourhoods.
Spanning across an area of 6 acres, the park has been designed to meet
the needs of a diverse range of people. It has been open to the public
since 2013.
Location: Usmanpura, Ahmedabad
Distance from IITGn: 27.7 km

Heritage Walk
The 600 years old city of Ahmedabad (1411 A.D) has some of the finest Indian-Islamic monuments and exquisite Hindu and Jain temples. Its carved
wooden houses are another unique architectural tradition. To experience the glory of Ahmedabad it is necessary to walk through the 'Walled City'
and truly observe the nature of its rich and varied architecture, its art, religious places, its culture and traditions.
The walk commences from the early 19th century Swaminarayan temple Kalupur, encompasses 20 main spots besides numerous areas and aspects
of the old city and concludes at the famous 15th century Jama Masjid. Hence the Walk is popularly known as the journey of 'Mandir to Masjid'.
Starting Point: Swaminarayan Temple, Kalupur, Off Relief Road, Ahmedabad
Distance from IITGn: 28.9 km
Dandi Kutir - The Gandhi Museum
Dandi Kutir is India’s largest and only museum built on the
life and teachings of Mahatma Gandhi. It represents
Gandhi’s powerful idea of people across lines of class,
gender, age and community asserting their common right
to salt itself: a symbol to inspire a pluralistic society to
march towards independence, Purna Swaraj.
Location: Nr.Mahatma Mandir, Gandhinagar
Distance from IITGn: 13.6 km
Price: INR 10 for Indian Nationals and INR 200 for
Foreigners.

Emergency Contacts







Medical Services (including 24*7 Ambulance)
o Staff Nurse (Mukesh Sharma)
o Medical Assistant (Haresh Chaudhari)
o Physiotherapy Assistant (Anilkumar Bodar)

+91-9276836488
+91-9714367704
+91-9727634720

Fire
IIT Main Gate
Police
Security Advisor

079-23222100
7069016201
079-23210108 / 10194
7069021599

